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From the Editorial Desk

CORPORATE SOCIAL @1
RESPONSIBILITY AND OUR ECOLOGY [y

Be 1t out of choice or compulsion, the
concern shown by the corporate world
in recent time towards conservation of
ecology and wildlife is a welcome
initiative. It can hardly be disputed that
a large number of corporporate entities
world over, while pursuing their
respective business activities particularly
in the field of mining, real estate,
hydrocarbon, aviation, oil refining and
toxic chemicals are hugely responsible
for degrading the environment and
thereby pausing a great threat to ecology
and wildlife. Sensing the seriousness of
the peril caused by corporate business
activities, the world bodies decide to
formulate certain policy guidelines to
mitigate the menace and save the earth
from impending doom.

In India because of growing public
awarness and constant vigil of the
pressure groups besides unrelanting
campaign by environmental activists, the
government has enacted law and
statutory restrictions against wanton
destruction of ecology and environment

5o that our flora, fauna and aquatic wealth
may be preserved with their natural
habitats 1n preference to mindless
development at irretrievable social cost.
As such some of the better known
corporates are seen to have taken some
nitiatives to supplement the efforts of the
govermnment and those of the civil society
groups in conserving ecology and
wildlife. But by and large it sall has not
gone above the limits of tokenism.
Hopefuly, with fast changing priorities
and pressing realities of tume all the
corporate houses would not take long to
apprecidte the true value of thewr social
responsibility which in the long run would
pay them handsome dividentd by way of
accumulating good will and enhancing
brand equity.

Nearer home, in our own state as well
business houses like NRL, ONGC or
IOCL are increasing their participation in
environmental and wildlife welfare
projects either through government
agencies or through private NGOs. Such
gestures have earned them much



appreciation from the people at large. In
this regard Kaziranga Wildlife Society
gratcfully acknowledge the liberal
assitance of NRL to undertake and
complete an ambitious project to collect,
preserve and catalogue all the plant
(Flora) species found in Kaziranga
National Park and around its vicinity. Tt
will be very encouraging if and when
mote such corporate bodies come
forward to support such projects with far
reaching social sigmficance should those
proposals merit their sponsorship.
Before T conclude T must exress my
sincere thanks to a host of our members
above all to our President Sti Indrajit
Dutta, Sccretary Dr. Indrajit Sharma as

also to Sri Pradip Barkatoki, Sri1 Rajib
Saikia, Sti P. Barthakur, Sti Anuj Baruah,
Sr1 A. Bhagwati, Sri R. N. Choudhury, Sri
I. Hazarika for their all out support at
various stages without which my own
effort would have fallen far short to
fructify. Also, I owe a word of thanks to
Sti A. Bhuyan, Sti G. Ahmed. Also T must
acknowledge my sincere gratcfulness to
all those who took time off to contribute
to this cdition of The Rhino. I am also
thankful to the management and staff of
Bhawani Offsct & Imaging Systcms Pvt.
Ltd., Guwahan for all the pain they took
to bring out this issuc of The Rhino.
Wishing a great future for Kaziranga
Wildlife Socicty and with all humility.

A. K. Boruah
Editor, The Rhino



BEATING ABOUT THE BUSH

K. N. Devgoswami (LFE.S. , Retd)

After a rest at the elephant home, T was
moving from one hillock to the other on
being high and dry. Tn one course of my
movement s along a narrow path laid out
on a plateau T suddenly entered into a path
tunneled by high “Meghela” grasses from
etther side. This grass attains up to a
height sufficient to conceal a fully grown
wild bufialo. The grasses extended to tar
beyond the path and at a distance
suddenly there appeared some visible
black backs of buffaloes moving in a
herd, screening out the full views of the
animals. My unexpected appearance in
the hitherto undisturbed buftalo home
perhaps alerted them to take their heart
to their hoots. On the contrary very
sounds of snapping reeds made by the
buffaloes being terrified at my sight
occurred (o me as an indication of the
butfaloes chasing towards me. Tred wild
buffaloes become very ferocious and
attack the alien by gorging with their
horns leading to death of the assailed one.
Panicked by the chasing buttaloes, Ttook
to my heels in reverse direction. As the

luck would have 1t, T stumbled upon «
buttress of a “Bhelu” tree which outgrew
on to the path, and tell to the ground with
my face to the ground. The drop scene of
my life drama was thought to have
descended on me, yet with the last verve
conserved in me [ tried to get up and look
at the perilous herd of buffaloes. To my
surprise mixed with pleasure, there was
no such herd at my back. I gota renewed
breath and thanked “Him”™ for having
given a chance to see the world once
more!

It was then a sonorous cadence of the
brook flowing over a bouldery bed
reached my ear. [ took it for sure that this
was the brook which transformed into
river Barlongfar down on the bank of
which our camp was pegged. The brook
was flowing through a gorge of twenty
feet depth. Both the banks were almost
vertical and there was no easy passage (o
reach to the watery hottom. As destined
it was like a compulsion on my part o
get down to the rivulet so as to retreat
myself from the direcuonless situation.



There could not be any sccond thought
to lay out for another access to the river.
As it would be made up, such vertical
gulches are formed due to cutting of soft
rocks by flowing water and as such there
was nothing which could be laid on to
grasp for climbing down to it except for
canes and other thomy climbers hanging
down the vertices. I clasped few such
climbers in my hand and with the help
of them I virtually swung down like a
pendulum hitting the rocky faces in the
initial jerks. I had no time to sce to the
lacerated palms inflicted by the thorny
arip. Neither I had time to bewail for the
pains bedeviled to my palms by the thoms
and to my knces & buttocks by hitting
against the rocky faces. It was the time
to get down to the watery brook which is
the only hope in my retrieval from thig
lost predicament. After crawling down
about 13 to 14 feet upto which the thormy
arip could take me to, there was no more
any such object to clasp. T had to actually
jump and plonked into the rivulet below.
Human being has such a potential
strength of mind and the courage to face
such a difficult sitwation, if it is allowed
to cultivatc. I later on came to know that
this type of rendezvous is called as
“Advcenture tourism”. Perhaps to invoke
strength of mind such a tourism is now a
favourite diversion from othcrwisc

monotonous and busy lifestyle in
developed countries.

The rivulet was shallow and the depth
of water was just enough o cover up to
the calves of my legs. But the water was
chilled and the bouldery bed was slippery
duc to deposition of mosses on the rocks
underlain. T was with a hunting shoe on
as normally required in Forestry
expeditions. T got soaked upto the knee
with the chilled water of the rivulet and
the entire body quavered by the cold. With
great difficulty I waded through the
watery path taking care o guard against
falling duc to the slippery bed, kecping
in mind of my destination situated on the
downstream of the river. Both the banks
were almost vertical and only for a short
duration of sunny days, overhead sunlight
reaches the rivuler. The forests on either
side of the banks wcere dense green, and
the clime was cold and humid. The bank
on my right handside gradually jutted
down o ultmately form the bank of the
plain arca. It was about 4 o’clock in the
aftetnoon to reach to this place. Tt was
there and then, when I noticed a small
herd of barking deer coming to the niver
to quench their thirst. My uncxpected and
sudden appearance before them did not
terrify the poor deers, rather they stared
at me incessantly not taking me as an
cnemy nor as a threat to their lives. The



gullibility of the deers really touched my
heart and aroused in me a love towards
these wild denizens. T wondered as to
how a poacher could be so rude at these
harmless and gullible creature while
aiming to shoot them down. My heart
was studded with full sympathies and
love to these animals and [ promised not
to take venison in future which I am still
keeping with. The setting sun with
golden radiance scintillated the
environment and there T was very close
to a herd of wild deers! T wished how
nice it would have to save up the pictorial
scene on the canvass for cver! The
sublime thought of the beauty really took
me away from the hard reality. I didn’t
even recollect the pain of my palm and
the body, the pain on my foot palm duc
to stooping carefully on the slipppery
rocks, and that T was a lost wanderer in
the wildemess. But the reality did not
take much time to remind me of my
mission and to reach my camp down. And
soon I resumed my journcy wading
through the rivulet again.

Darkness gradually descended with
more intensity. The open glades on the
river banks to my right were slowly taken
up by teeming glow worms. The silence
of the Forest was reverberated by the
shrills of crickets. Tt was the time when
hairs on the hands could not be visible

and yet a twilight prevailed at the
background of the situation. By that time
a pair of round blue glowing lights came
to my cycs, which was scen raised to
throw at me. This was nothing but a wild
gaur. Gaurs if terrified by the approacher
through its body languasge, become very
ferocious and attack with their horns. T
was trudging and wading just about 15
feet from the gaur and without showing
any outward manifestation of my terrified
mind I continucd my movement. It will
be dangerous if someone stops the normal
movement at that point of time. The gaur
took me o be its friend and did notinflict
any punishment on mc for having
disturbed the scene by my presence. [
thanked the great Divine and bade adieu
to the gaur with my salute to him.
Meanwhile the thick darkness engulfed
the entire Forest but the glimmerings
cmitted by flicker of glow worms tricd as
it to bedeck the riverbanks. The
continuous shrills of the crickets added
music to the light festival in the
wilderness. Slowly the moon appeared on
the western honizon. [t was perhaps two-
three days after the full moon. The
reflection of the moon on the cascading
water of the rivulet added a beautiful
portrait to the scenery. Fatigue and
perplexity of my mind and the pain of my
body got vanished for the time-being from



my mind to give way to the beauty
created by the moonlight 1n the entire
setting. But the hard reality forced its way
into my mind again by the cold hreeze
blowing to shiver my entire body on
being completely drenched in water. T
realized it was not the time to appreciate
the beauty of Nature, rather it was time
to retreat to my camp as soon as possible.
I continued my journey through the
watery path of the rivulet radiated by the
moonlight.

Suddenly a pair of cyes, red like a
burning ember came to my sight from
across the grassland near the nver hank.
I wus certain that the possessor of these
burning eyes must be a tiger. Dismayed
as T was, my body hairs stood up being
alerted by the presence of the tiger. T was
terrified to the core of my heart and it
started palpitating like a churming wheel
of a flour mill. My position was at a
reachable distance for the tiger to crouch
and jump on me. The bank on the left
handside is vertical and the right bank
was under the occupation of the tiger.
There was no escape route left to me.
Under such situation, human being
leaves his destiny to the Great Protector,
who does not appear on the scene to
protect, but ‘He’ gives the strength of

mind to withstand thc imminent danger.
The tiger remained unmoved but kept
strong watch on me by raising his head
emitting the glanng lights. After trudging
about 50 to 60 feet away from the site, |
looked back at the king of the Forest, who
meanwhile vanished into the vast jungles.
My wepidation suddenly disappeared. We
have a notion that tiger is ferocious
animal, but it was proved that he never
attacks a guest coming to his home
without any rcason. But we the human
beings belicved to be the supreme
amongst the amimals never pardon a tiger
straying into our habitat. By piercing with
spears, or by shooting with bullet or by
beating with heavy sticks, we keep on
hearing of killing tiger by man. Is this not
a scar on ‘Man’ who claims to be the
superior most in the animal Kingdom? I
bowed to the tiger with a deep sense of
gratitude.

While being pensive over the incident,
suddenly T saw a group of men beating
the bushes on cither side. These were the
inhabitants of our camp and their action
proved the adage “heating about the
bush’ . Perhaps they took me to have heen
killed by the tiger and they were looking
for the remmants of my half eaten body.
My bodily presence took them aback! ®

K. N. Devgoswami is ¢ Retd. PCCF (Assam) and former Principal of SFS College
Byrnihat. Presently residing «f 14- Progoti Path, Mathuranagar, Guwahati-78 1006,
Maobile No.: 88768-02417



CONSERVATION AS HERITAGE

A Naga Perspective
Charles Chasie

{This article was onginally meant to
be about environmental conservation. By
necessity, it has spilled over into the area
of heritage, including culture, identity
and value systems because they are all
connected. And unless the subject was
tackled on such a basis, 1t would not
amount to much and may have little or
no relevance to the commumity).

This piece has been written in the
context of Khonoma, the first Green
Village in India. This was, as must be
obvious, wntten tor Khonoma audience
but others could also leam from this.
Here, conservation 18 seen as part of our
people’s daily experiences as they go
about their business of life and living.
For example, what do our forests mean
to our people? Do they make us think of
our ancestors? Do our forests make us
feel responsibile for the coming
generations? Unless such thoughts and
feelings come into our minds and hearts,
and stirs us, there may be danger of our
becoming mere carpetbaggers and
mercenaries.

Environment, Ecology & Conservation

Our eco-systems and natural
environmental wealth were there before
our ancestors arrived. They were gift from
God. But by themselves they are neither
here nor there. Our natural wealth and bio-
resources become important only in so far
as they are useful to man, directy or
indirectly. Tf they were not useful, nobody
would be interested in them. So, itis only
in relation to man that we talk ahout
environment and ecology and their
importance 18 judged according to their
uulity to people.

Because environment and ecology are
important to man, he must ensure that they
are adequately safeguarded and not
allowed to die and disappear. And this is
where the question of hentage and legacy
come in. We have inherited our natural
forest wealth and eco systems from our
forefathers- we have inherited their
legacy. They used the forests sensibly for
their needs, safeguarded it, and passed it
on to us. Conservation 1s like our
traditional system of inheriting ancestral



property. The father gifts the ancestral
home, or paddy field, to his son just like
his father had gifted them to him earlier.
The son who has inherited 1t 1s expected
to carefully look after 1t, protect 1t, make
use of 1t, and, later, gift it to his own son
to do the same. The man who inherits the
ancestral home cannot sell it, misuse it
elc. because it does not really belong to
him; it belongs to the family/clan and it
has to do with identity of those who come
after him. The principle is the same with
our collective forest wealth. And if we
can apply 1t properly, our forests, ecology
and the wealth therein will be used
beneficially, sustainably and will be safe-
guarded. The natural wealth will be
enable to replenish itself. This is what
Conserva-tion is all about.

One pracuce of Khonoma people, 1
think, illustrates very well the sensc of
conscrvation that was imbedded in the
culture of the people. Khonoma people,
indeed all Nagas, arc very fond of
hunting. But traditionally, hunting was
ncver carried out during the working
season. Anyone who went hunting
instead of working in his fields would
be labeled “lazy”. When 4 hunt has been
successtul, the hunter would not partake
of his own kill- a chicken or some other
curry would be prepared for him. The soft
and tasty parts would be reserved for the
womentolk, especially the old ones.
Depending on the kill, the meat would

be cut and shared with the cntire clan and
neighbours even if the pieces were very
small. So, the only thing the successtul
hunter received was acclaim from the clan
and community. Depending on the kill,
he may also earn the nght to don certain
insignia on his traditional regalia during
festivals. That was all. But the practice
meant that there was always enough game
in the forest and also ensured adequate
space and time for the animals to multiply
as there was no random killing. Such
practice could be enforced by commumity
traditions and public censure even in the
absence of any law.

In order to safe-guard and conserve our
natural resource wealth, we need to know
what they are and their utility to us
individually and as a community. Unless
we know the linkage/s between our
forests and natural wealth and our identity
and existence as a community, we will not
know their importance and will, in all
likelihood, fail to protect and preserve
them. Therefore, it would be relecvant to
ask the following questions and to look
for adequate answers, 1f we don’t already
have them.

1) What 18 the ecosphere of Khonoma
{or Kaziranga) and the natural systems of
its hinterland? For instance, in the tormer
cuse, what does the famed Dzukou Valley
represent and offer? What kinds of eco-
systems and their relationships, and
usefulness to the people around? For



instance, can Khonoma people survive
without their forests and natural wealth?
What percentag of the diet of Khonoma
people came/come from the forests and
natural wealth? (Plants, animals, birds,
insects ctc.). These are real issucs for
forest cmmunities anywhere.

ii) What are Khonoma’s agricultural
traditions and conservation practices that,
in tum, help to safe-guard the forests.
What could be the values or driving
forces behind such practices?

u1) Kharu (Village Gate). Kichuju
{(Communal House/Dormitory), Pikhe
(contraption for pounding paddy into
rice), Yaku (bed made out of one piece
of wood) etc. came from the forest.
Today, in most villages, there are no trees
big enough to maintain such cultural
practices and village institutions that
formed the very foundations of character
building. How much and how far has
village character and spirit been chipped
away because such institutions are no
longer existing/practiced?

1v) What are the danger signals of our
eco-systems? Are our perennidl streams
heginning to dry up? Are certain species
of animals, plants, insccts or fish
becoming rarc or not sccn any morce
before they were even recorded? Is the
community able to get all its needs that
were (raditionally available from the
forests?

v) Are there rue conservationists in
Khonoma and other Naga villages? Ts
there need to safe-guard the
conservationists so that they will protect
Khonoma and Naga heritage and cnsure
truc legacy to the next generations?

There is a great bond, indeed an
‘umbilical cord’, between people and their
natural environment. The forests and
natural wealth protect the people and
provide for them. In turn, people also need
to protect and conserve their forests and
natural wealth if only because without
forcsts and natural wealth life would
become very difficult and risky.

It is heartening that Khonoma people
have become aware of the need to protect
their forests and natural wealth. This
awareness 18 seen in the setting up of
vartous bodies to look after the Khonoma
Biosphere. They, along with others from
the village, will play a most important
role.

Heritage & Legacy

Tt 1s said that conservation without
benefit to the forest communily is mere
conversation. Taking a step further from
this, 1t could be said that the best
foundations for conscrvation cfforts could
spring from right traditions and culture
of the forest communities. Naturally, the
forest communities must also be
recognized and rewarded for their efforts
in conserving and preserving bio-



diversity. When all these factors come
into play with due respect for each factor,
balance and harmony in environment is
restored and cveryone finds their
respective roles in contributing to the
community and society/nation as a
whole.

Heritage is what we inherit from our
forebears; Legacy 1s what we leave
behind for our children. Have we tried
to evaluate the “heritage package™ our
forefathers gave us and how much of this
package we have spent or squandered?
How much is left? Should there not be
some serious reflection on this for those
who may not have donc as yet?

Heritage/Legacy 18 a wholesome
‘package’ that includes culture, value
systems, the sum of all the collective
expericnces of the community cte. In
other words, our heritage and legacy are
all about our Tdentity. So, identity is not
about having a claim to one particular
arca alonc. For example, just becausc one
15 the son of a person from Khonoma,
although this may ensure his parentage,
it may not really ensure his identity!

The Past, Present and Future form a
continum. We should always feel free to
7o back far enough into the past for
guidance even while not forgetting the
perspective of the futurce so that the

present remains relevant and alive! What
is Khonoma's view of itself and the world
around them today? What do others think
of us?

As Khonoma people get more exposure
outside and others come and visit
Khonoma, many things will be churned
up, as indeed they already are, which may
not have been foreseen. Just the
compelling forces of Modemity are often
cnough to send socictics in transition like
ours into turmoil! And as the people of
Khonoma jostle for the needed space for
alternative means of livelihood, mote
social frictions may crupt. While
Khonoma culture may have proven robust
and adaptable in the past, what should not
be underestimated is that it is, at the same
time, brittle and un-versatile against
money and market forces especially in the
asgre of globalization. And we must
remember that our people have never
learnt monecy cconomy and our
inflationary rates have always heen out
of control!

A well-known Khonoma saying is that
the top {(gamc playcd by village children),
after spinming all over the place, finally
comes back to rest where it started. Let
us hope that this will not prove to be an
illusion and time will not run out on our
pcople! ®

Mr. Charles Chasie is ¢ freelance Journalist based in Kohime. His best known published
work “The Naga Imbroglio” has received wide critical oppreciation all over.



SACRED GROVES-
ITS SOCIO-CULTURAL IMPORTANCE

Recently a news published in “The
Times of India” aroused my interest
ahout Sacred grove. One of my Tamil
friends, Raji was well versed with Sacred
groves as she has seen many such groves
in Kerala. Another Telugu friend of mine
Sagri exclaimed with joy when she saw

Chandana Choudhury Baruah

sacred groves on our way to
Cherrapunjee. Till then my knowledge
was limited. As there 1s revival of interest
in sacred groves along with their
conservation and importance from
medicinal point of view, my
inquisitiveness increased.

The word ‘Sacred’ means holy or
‘connected with a god’, and the word
‘Grove’ means a small area of land with
trees of particular types grown on it. Thus,
by combining these two words, the final
lexical meaning of the couple of words
‘Sacred Groves’ is “A small area of land
with particular types of trees grown on 1t
and that are considered to be holy by the
local human community™.

In other words, ‘Sacred Groves’ can be
defined as an area with particular types
of trees dedicated to local deities or
ancestral spirits, that are protected by local
communities through social traditions and
taboos, 1tncorporating spirttual and
ecological values.

.........................0.........................



Importance of Sacred Groves

(1) ‘Sacred Groves’ provide shelter to
thousands of specics of other plants and
animals.

{(11) ‘Sacred Groves” have great powers
to heal body and spirit.

(i) ‘Sacred Groves’ arc important
reservoirs of biodiversity.

{iv) Thesc arc last refuse for endemic
and endangered plant and animnal species.

{v) These are storchouscs of medicinal
plants valuable to village communities
as well as modern pharmacopocia.

{v1) ‘Sacred Groves’ contain relatives
of crop specics that can help to improve
cultivated varieties.

{vi1) ‘Sacrcd Groves’ help in keeping
the water cycle in local areas.

{vii1) These improve soil stability,
prevent top soil erosion and provide
irrigation for agriculture in drier climatcs.

The presence of sacred groves of India
has been documented since the carly
1800s. ‘Sacred Groves’ of India comprise
trees like Deodara (Cedrus deodara),
considered to be the “abode of Gods”,
Sal (Shorca robusta), Rudraksha
A {Clacocarpus
specics), Bael
{ Aegle
marmclos),
| Ashok (Saraca
1 asoca), Kadam

{Anthoccphalus kadamba), Pipal (Ficus
religiosa), Neem {Azadivachta indica),
Banyan tree (Ficus benghalensis); native
to India, Mango tree {Mangifera indica)
and bushes like Basil {Ocimum basilicum
& Ocimuwmn minimum) (native to India
and I[ran) and grass like Doob or Durva
{cynodon dactylon) etc. Sacred groves in
India arc widcly my

distributed among |
western coast of ';
India through the |
states of
Maharashura, Goa, &
Karnataka, Tamil
Nadu, and Kerala. |
About 1,424
documented sacred
groves called as Devarakadus or
Devarkans (imeaming: sacred forests) are
found in Karnataka. In Kerala, about 2{{)})
documented sacred groves are found.
Thesc are called as Kavusand. Hundreds
of these sacred groves have been
dedicated to snakes that protect crops by
controlling insects and rodents. In the
Northwest Asia and desert regions of
Rajasthan state of India, Bisnol (ribes
manage Orans, the sacred grove of
Khejadi {Prosopis cineraria) trees. These
trees stabilise sand duncs and provide a
protective habitat for the Indian gazelle
and blackbuck. About 13,720 sacrcd




groves can be scen in [
various parts of India.
According to expetts, |
the actual number of
sacred groves in India §
1s likely to be 100,000
to 150,000.

Sacred groves, or
Umang Lais, as they
are called in the
Mcetei language, are
an integral part of the
Manipuri tradition of |

B insidc the grove. These
= | include teak, several

8 fruit trees like lemon,
| Ziziphus jujuba and
FEugenia {Jamun),
plants of medicinal
| value such as ginger,
Lucalyptus, Terminalia
arjuna {arjun), clove
| (Syzgium  aroma-
ticum), shadce trees also
having ornamental
| flowers like Gold

nature worship. About
364 sacred groves arc reported to be
present in Manipur. Several species of
plants arc protected in these groves,
which also offer protection to birds and
animals thercin. Most sacred groves have
presiding deities who are often housed
in temples or shrines. These groves might
have been established with the purely
anthro-pocentric concept of preserving
some greenery in the area, or for
maintaining some trees of religious
importance that are associated with a
given deity. However, the cthical position
has gradually transcended to an
ccocentric onc with total protection being
accorded to all living beings including
wild animals living in the groves. Further,
trees other than those having magico-
religious significance were also planted

Mohur, and
multipurposc plants like bamboo. While
these might have been initally planted
and protected because of utilitarian
reasons, the ethical position gradually
changed with these now being considered
sacred along with the deity of the grove.
Thus all the plants in a sacred grove are
assigned very high intrinsic value to the
cxtent of being considered divine, beyond
mete nstrurmental ot extnsic value of
being uscful as a fruit tree, shade tree, or
of medicinal utilities, and the like. Some
groves might have started around a tree
or a group of trees that had survived in a
given area, and as the grove and its deity
became well-known, other plants had
been introduced.

Trees are worshipped or given very
high magico-religious valuc by the



Meetels even outside the sacred groves,
a very interesting cultural intermingling,
a8 some of the plants like mango, wood
apple, Bermuda or ‘durve’ grass, and
sacred basil {Octmum sanctum) are etther
worshipped or used in religious rituals
by the Hindus all over India. Tt is,
therefore, obvious that these plants were
included by the Meeteis under the Hindu

Vaishnavite influence. In contrast, (ree p

species like Toona ciliata 18 a typical
Meetei inclusion, and is not considered
a sacred or protected tree in other parts
of India. The same can be said about
Chinese Sumac {Rhus chinensis),
crowlfoot grass {(Dactyloctenum
aegypticum), camphor tree {(Blumea
balsamifera), Xylosoma longifolia,
Oroxylum 1indicum, Plectranthus
ternifolius and Ficus hispida. Toona

ciliata is a valuablc timber trec, crowfoot
grass and Cynodon dactylon are good
fodders, although the latter also has
medicinal value. All the other plants are
prized for their medicinal propertics. The
extract of Xylosoma was found to be
cffective against ncmatode parasites
tJoymati and Dhanchang, 2001). Thus a
given species of tree or other plant was
probably protected initially purely out of
anthropocentric motives, and declaring
them as sacred was merely a mechanism
to cnsurc their conservation. Later,
however, people started assigning
intrinsic values to them from a religious
viewpoint. Today, the primary reason for
protecting or worshipping these plants are
their ‘divine’ associations, while their
utilitarian values have been relegated to
a secondary place. Thus, the religious
beliefs resulted in a shift from mere
anthropocentric to more ecocentiic ethical




positions and values, thercby making the
conservational ethos run deeper.

Many sacred groves arc found
scattered in isolated pockets in Britain,
Europe, Asia and Africa. In Britain dead
bodies are buried in the grounds of sacred
groves and the practice is called as
“Green Burals”. This practice is also
adoptcd by United States. There are about
130 forested bunal grounds in Britain.

Sacred Grove is a primitive holy place
which may have an image and may
gradually become an claborate temple.
During pre-Buddhist period no trace old
temple was
present. There
1§ an opinion
that they are
| always situated
at a distance
from any
human settlement, which suggests their
origin in the nomadic stage of the socicty
and the presiding deities generally lie
open to the sky. Based on human and/or
amimal sacnifices offered to the presiding
deities 1n some of the groves in
Maharashtra, it is opined that these
featurcs of the cults mark them as
primitive, dating from hunting and
gathering stage of the socicty. But these
views are not shared in Kerala, where
most of the groves have well-built

temples in them,
presetved in a serene

atmosphere with
similar mode of
worship and

offerings, as in other
temples. However,
sacred groves are
considercd as very
old institutions, thought to date back
scveral thousand years to atleast the pre-
agrarian period of hunter societies (World
Conscrvaton Monitoring Centre, 1988).
Sacred Groves are islands of conservation
in denuded landscapes or in ruined and
secondary forests. Often they stand out
mighty from thcir backdrop. These
groves can still form effective nucleil for
the regeneration of disrupted ecosystem
of the region.

In India, most of the sacred groves are
planted around artificially dug sacred
ponds. This condition creates a system of
pool and sacred grove. Many of the sacred
trees arc assoclated with individuoal
deities; for example, Pipal is associated
with Lord Vishnu; Bel with Shiva; and
Rudraksha as an incarnation of Shiva,
Lord Rudra. Small temples arc also
constructed at the pool-grove arcas. ®

A Secr rew akop Uleygil i EB3R.

Chandana Choudhury Baruah
Frofessor. Depti of Pharmacology & Toxicology
Veterinary College. Khanapara, Cell-098640-13231



TURTLES AND TORTOISES:
SAVE OUR SHELLS

Introduction:

Turtdes along with lizards, snakes,
crocodilians and Tuataras constitute a
group called reptiles. Turtles are the most
distinetive among this group with a shell
that incorporates the ribs, vertebrae,
pectoral girdle and the skin, giving
perfect protection to the body. No living
turtle species possess teeth. The turtle
shell is composed of (wo
major

shell)
{lower
djoined
nNarrow

the carapace {upper
and the plastron
shell), the two
laterally by a

Abhijit Das

part called bridge. The shape and
formation of the carapace is largely
influenced by the ecology of the species.
The land dwelling forms {Tortoises)
shows more doomed, often rough shell,
while the aquatic species have a more
tlattened, smooth and streamlined shell.

The earliest turtles appeared about 230
million years ago, and are among the most
long lived of the vertebrates; some of the
largest species {like Galapagos
Tortoise) lived over century in
captivity. However,
« ) freshwater turtles
probably live only for
a few decades. Turdes
i have diverse behavioural
pattern. Many of them are bask
socially or feed 1n groups. Some are
docile, yet few freshwater species bites
readily. Many species are known to
produce sounds, especially during
courtship, including grunts, gasps, low



chucks and distress sound like deep hiss,
growl or croak. Freshwater turtles are
typtcal swimmer with modified forelimbs
into Tlippers. On the other hand, tortoise
1s slow movers on the land and they have
columnar forelegs and can raise their
hody well off the ground.

All turdes are known to produce eggs.
Number of eggs laid varies with the
species. Large sea wartles can lay as many
as 200 eggs, while some land dwelling
tortoises produces single egg. Eggs are
generally laid 1n holes excavated
underground with the help of hind limbs.
Astan Giant Tortoise (Manoura emys),
which is distributed in south bank of the
nver Brahmaputra, 1s known to make a
leaf mound nest in which its large clutch
of eggs 18 lard. Sex 18 determined by the
temperature of incubation of eggs. In

- general emergencce of
the baby turtles is
synchronized with
< | the monsoon season
-; when prey animals
" (insects, annelids,
frogs) arc plenty.

Turtles and
Tortoises of
Northeast India:
With 29 species of
freshwater turtle and
tortoisc, India is onc
of the rvichest country in (erms of
chelonian diversity and ranks among the
top five Asian countries in tetms of its
importance in turtle conscrvation. The
Northeastern region is known o be
inhabited by 21 specics so far, making it
a "turtle hotspot” of great conservation
concern. The regions chelonian fauna can
be broadly grouped into soft shell turtles
{6 specics) and hardshell tartles (15
species) [See table 1. Soft shelled wrtles
arc locally known as Bor- kasso and arc
largely aquatic in habit. They prefer tolive
in large rivers, but also inhabit forest
streams and beels.

Of the soft shelled turtles, the most
interesting is the Black soft shelled turtle
or Nilssonia nigricans. Few years back
this species was only known from a
Masjid tank of Bangladesh and it was



believed that this species is extinct in
wild and only present at Bostami tank of
Bangladesh. However, recently large
population of this species was discovered
in many localities of Assam and we also
reported wild population of the species
from Kaziranga National Park.

Similarly the Chitra indica which 1s
commonly known as Baghia Kasse
hecause of 1ts dark brown patterns on the
back is also threatened with extinction
1n Assam. Few protected areas like
Kaziranga National Park, Nameri
National park and Manas National Park
are probably the last hope for the soft
shelled turtles of Assam.

Eleven species of hardshell turtles
primartly inhabit freshwater habitats and
are locally known as Dura Kasso. Of
them, special mention 18 the Assam
roofed turde or Pangshura sylhetensis.
Earlier behieved to be an inhabitant of the
mountain streams, it is now been widely

recorded from many large rivers and slow
flowing streams of the region. Kaziranga
National Park, particularly the Diffolu
river stretch inside the National Park
probably contains the highcst density of

A this unique species.

Few other species like Asian pond
turtle {Geoclemys hamiltonit) and Crown
turtle {Hardella thurjit), which prefer to
live in Beels and marshy areas, are also
threatecned due  to  large-scale
consumption. And the situation is so
pathetic that outside the protected arcas
of Assam their population has virtually
been wiped out. The best place to scc
these two species of turtle is Kaziranga
Nauonal Park.

Two semiaquatic species are forest
dwecllers called Leaf turtle {(Cyclemys
gemeli) and Keeled box turtle {Cuora
mouhotii), inhabiting ncar mountain
streams of evergreen forest areas of the




region. Of them, Keeled box turtle is a
extremely rare species.

Two other tortoisc specics— Asian
(iant tortoise (Manouria emys) and
Flongated tortoise (Indotestudo clongata)
are largely land dwellers, of which Asian
giant tortoisc can only bc found in the
south bank of river Brahmaputra.
Turtle pockets of Northeast India:

Turtles and tortoises are essentially
tropical zonc animals, distributed mainly
below 1000 meter elevation. Northeast
India with its varicd physiography,
extensive ropical forest ecosysiems,
numerous mountain streams, floodplain
and riverine grassland, large nivers, beels
and marshes, provide enough niches for
a remarkable diversity of freshwater
turtle specics. Presence of two major
river systems {Brahmaputra and Barak)
and availability of low to mid clevation
hill range with semi evergreen and
cvergreen forest formation {Barail Hill,
Upper Assam tract, Lushai hills and
Karbi Anglong hills) provide favourable
condition for the species of turtles and
tortoiscs living in the forests of Assam.

Kaziranga National Park of Assam is
onc of the best turtle habitats of India,
with some 17 species thriving init. High
level of protection, tranquil wetland and
grassland habitat help maintain such an
cnormous diversity. The protected area

supports sizable population of globally
threatened species like Chitra indica,
Nilssonia nigricans and Pangshura
sylhetensis. Orang National Park also
harbours sizable population of Assam
roofed turtle, Indian tent turtle, Pond turtle
and Tricarinate turtlc.

Barail wildlife sanctuary and the
adjoining Mupa-Langteng RF is a key
turtle pocket that harbours endangered
Asian giant tortoise {Manouria cmys) and
keeled box turtle {Cuora mouhotit).
Keceled box turtle is onc of the rarest turtle
species of the region and areas like
Namdapha National Park in Arunachal
Pradesh and Dhansiri RF in Karbi
Anglong arc the forest arcas from where
this rare species was recorded.

Asian Giant tortoisc 1s often been
recorded from around Aizawl city and
protected arcas like Nengpui National
Park. The state also supports key
population of Malayan soft-shell turtle
and Elongated tortoise. The elongated
tortoisc {Indotestudo clongata) is widely
distributed in the Sal {Shorea robusta) and
Teak {Tectona grandis) forests of south
and southeast Asia and along the
Himalayan foothills (Manas National
Park), which is also in endangered list of
TUCN now.

Ecological Tmportance:
Ecologically, turtles arc important,



being scavengers that help release
nutrients from the dead animal tissue by
cating them. They also help control water
weeds, such as water hyacinth. By
consuming watcr weeds they provide
nutrients to the ecosysterns. Many turtles
cat invertebrate prey including mosquito
larva and snails and some feed on fishes.
Their presence in ecosystems denotes
the ranquility of the habitat and
a hcalthy ccosy: ﬂtcm’/,
suitable for any wild r.
flora and fauna. ;
Conservation
scenario: :

Northeast
India has been
undergoing habitat k%
alteration at an V%
accelerated pace, and a concomitant loss
of biodiversity has occurred. Species
such as Asian giant tortoise, with specific
habitat requirements arc morc sensitive
to habitat modification. According to the
Forest Survey of India, the Northeast had
lost 2500 sq km of forest within a period
of just ten years {1990-2000)). Many of
our biodiversity-tich wetlands are already
been soil-filled for settlement, some arc
silted up by the process of eutrophication
and some arc highly polluted from
anthropogenic discharges.

As a group, however, turtles and

tortoiscs of the region are the worst
suffering reptiles. 75% of the Northeast
Indian speciecs have come under
threatened red list category, and out of
those, 15% arc already threatened with
extinction. Unitil recently, turtles were
never recognised as a form of wildlifc that
needs conservation attention. Thus, turtles
were caten cverywhere, their eggs
collected, and many of them are
traded. Overcxploitation is the
single largest factor
causing the
catastrophic
decline  in
turtle fauna of
our rcgion.
Many turtles require
ten or morc years to attain
sexual maturity; this long
interval increascs the
probability of mortality
betfore an individual can reproduce for the
first time. Intensive targeted exploitation
of larger adult individuals has proved to
be detrimental to the populations. Soft
shelled turtles arc the most threatened
group of turtles because of their large-
scale consumptions both locally and
internationally.

Besides, many of the important turtle
spots are already developed, destroyed or
polluted. Many of the large wetland



appears to hold critical population of
Crowned turtle, Peacock soft shell, Flap
shell turtle and Asian pond turtle are
under severe developmentl pressure,
which might play doom for the specics
population. Excessive fishing has also
taken a heavy toll on the freshwater turtle
species of this region.

Two tortoisc specics have been listed
as endangered by TUCN. The Asian
brown tortoisc is the largest growing
species of tortoise in India and inhibits
the cvergreen forest of northeast India
including Assam, Nagaland, Manipur,
and Mizoram. The specics is distributed
through southern China, Myanmar up to
Sumatra and Borneco. This species 1s
mercilessly hunted in the hill states of the
Northeast. The two hill ranges of Assam,
that is, Barail and Karbi Anglong where
the specics is distributed also subjected
to hunting by locals. Moreover, the
disappcarance of lowland hill forest from
encroachment and Jhum cultivation have
also been shrinking its habitat space,
which can augment its extinction from
its distribution arcas of the region. The

situation is so that the need for a captive
breeding program for this species has
been felt in Assam so that it's declining
population trend can be sustained from
captive breeding stock.

Despite existing legislation protecting
many of our turtles, a subsistcnce local
consumption stll exists for many large
speccics. Much of our
congervation initiatives are hindered by
scarcity in biological and distributional
the species. A

growing

information on

collaborative and synchronized march of
research, awareness and enforcement is
of paramount importance. Let's not taste
a turtle, lets help wirtles from the terrible
trauma of extinction. ®

Mr. Abhijit Das, HOD, Herpetology, Araanyak,
Guwahati. His Mobile No.: 9435149576



KHALINGDUAR RESERVE FOREST
AND BORNADI WILDLIFE SANCTUARY

When we keep eyes on a4 map of
Udalguri distaict (BTAD) of Assam, it
jJust looks like two green handkerchiefs
hanging down on a rope towards
southern part of Bhutan kingdom; these
are Khalingduar Reserve Forest and
Bornadi Wildlife Sanctuary. The Bornadi
Wildlife Sanctuary and Khalingduar
Reserve Forest are well known for their
rich biodiversity. These areas fall under
Manas Biosphere Reserve and also talls
Biodiversity Hotspots of the world. This
area got the status of Endemic Bird Area
(EBA) from Bird Life International and
Bornadi Wildlite Sanctuary 1s known as
Important Bird Area (IBA). Between
Bornadi WLS and Khalingduar RF lies
a narrow strip called Neoli Proposed
Reserve Forest and Thalungjhar
Unclassed State Forest (according to old
departmental map). Thalungjhar, the
lesser part of the stripe, is touching
eastern boundary ot Bornadi WLS hy
Nalanadi River, while the Neoli part of
the stripe 1s touching western part of
Khalingduar by Samrang River. The

Debanga Mahalia

length and breadth of this stripe is about
7 miles x | mile. This narrow strip has
been considered as an important corridor
between the two jungles. Tt helps to avoid
dangcr, to cscape from an cpidemic or
coming out of any food cnisis that may
occur there. Such corridors help our
valuable genetic resources to continue
their circle of lifc. But unfortunately
existence of this corridor is in doubtful
condition now. Somc paits of this corridor
have been occupied, deforested and
cultivated. These all had started after
2005.

KHALINGDUAR RESERVE
FOREST
Geographic location is 91048 E (o
91056’ E and 26048 N to 26058 N.
Khalingduar reserve forest is one of the
oldest rescrve forcsts of Assam. Duc to
its rich biodiversity, British rulers were
attracted by it and declared it as Reserve
Forest on 28 January 1874 by a



govemment notification. Since then to
the early '80s, this jungle was glittering
with 1ts biological wealth. This reserve
forest was d habitat of several threatened
and endangered animals. Some of the
specics declared as scheduled | by the
Indian Wildlife Protection Act 1972 and
some other species are listed in the Red
Data Book by the World Conservation
Union (TUCN). Buttetflies are considered
as indicator species to nature. There are
135 species of buttertlies found in
Khalingduar RF. Nonke Kherkharia, an
encroached arca cast to Khalingduar RE,
is a great site for butterflies {Gogoi 2009).
Among them several species are very rare
and getting priority on the top of
conservation schedule. This jungle was
Just like a granary of valuable plants,
some of them were consecutively planted
by the Britishers after 1936. Khalingduar
was full with various mecdicinal and
beautful ormamental plants. But the cruel
hands of miscreants looted everything.
Lven one brave range-officer named
Deepak Bharali was killed by them in the
year 1988. Now those horrible days are
over. It 1s now time to give a4 new look
for the betterment of the jungle.
Khalingduar RF is situated in the
northermn part of Udalguri district. The
total area of the RF is 7033 hectares. The
northern boundary of the RF is sub
Himalayan foot hills of Bhutan. On the

southern border lie Bhutasang TE and
Nonaipara TE; on the east, Koramore TL;
on the west,Samrang River and Neoli PRF
are situated. Altitude ranging from about
25() meters to 450 meters. Temperature
ranges from about 80° ¢ in January and
300° ¢ in the month of July. Humidity
comprises 30% to 80%. There were 14
compartments divided according to size
and necessity of management. The soil
formation 1s varied. Some compartments
are rocky, some are sandy loam and there
arc somc compartments which contain
with mixed clay and sand. Hence, here
we see a vivid picture in the field of
diversity. The type of vegetation is
compartment No.1 & 2 moist deciduous
forest, compartment No. 3 to 9- semi
evergreens, and compartiment No. 11 to
13— mixed deciduous
Compartment No. 14 is encroached in the
year 1993 and two villages werce raised.
This encroached area is about 1,305
hectares. Rich diversity of plants of this
RF gives opportunities to various bio-
species to inhabit accordingly.

In khalingduar RF there were four beet
offices: 1. Santipur, 2. Bongroom,
3.Bhutiasang and 4. Scgunbari. As aresult
of destruction committed by miscreants
in the 80's and 90's the only two beet
offices are seen in Segunbari and
Santipur. In the year 1995 a departmental
inspection bungalow, situated amid scenic

forest.



beauty at Jalimikh which is at the Indo-
Bhutan border, was also broken down.
At prcsent there 1s a newly built attractive
inspection bungalow near Nonai Range
HQ.
Major problems of Khalingduar RF
are:
(1) Grazing problems occurred by
'khutis’.
{2) Encroachment of buffer areas.
(3) Hunting and poisoning.
{4) Minimum forest staff and inadequate
posscssion of them.
{3) Problems onimplementation of Joint
Forest Management (JFM).
{0) Tree felling is one of the remarkable
problems in Khalingduar RFE.
Scope of possible tourist spot :
Jalimukh and Samrang.

BORNADI WILDLIFE
SANCTUARY

Geographic location 15 91042' E
to 91047 T and 26052' N to 26052' N.
From the conscrvation point of view
Bornadi wildlife sanctuary is an
important protected arca of Assam. This
PA is famous for Pygmy hog {Porcula
salvania) and Hispid hare {Caprolagus
hispidus) protected under Schedule 1 of
the Indian Wildlife Protection Act, 1972
and red listed {cntically endangered) by
TUCN. Sighting of these two rare specics

were reported from the Bornadi since mid
nineteenth century (Oliver 1980). Once
famous naturalist EP Gec declared,
“Pygmy hog is extinct from the earth”.
This was a very sad news for the nature
lovers around the world, but they were
helpless. Then in the year 1971, scven
Pygmy hogs were sold in the weekly
market of Dimakuchi; the market is only
seven kms away from the Reserve Forest
of Bornadi. This sudden reappearance of
Pygmy hog revived hope among the
nature lovers to a great extent. This
incident les to the upgradation of Bornadi
Rescrve forest to a Wildlife Sanctuary. In
the year 1980 Bornadi was declared as
Wildlife Sanctuary vide Govt. notification
no. FRW. 14/80111 dated 22-08-80. Apart
from Bornadi WLS, these two species can
be seen only in a small particular
gcographic range only. However, there is
no reliable record of pygmy hog's
continued cxistencce in Bornadi after
1992 Along with these two valuable
specics, Bornadi WLS was also the prime
habitat of Bengal Florican {Houbarropsis
bengalensis). This bird 1s considered as
critically endangered (TUCN) and
scheduled by IWPA (1972). There 1s only
one sighting record of Bengal Florican in
February 2006 at Bogamati arca of
Bornadi WLS.

Like Khalingduar RE, Bornadi WLS



has also scen very rough days up to 2003.
There was tremendous activities of
extremists and cnemy of the jungle in
Bornadi. At that time one of the
surrcndered extremists groups began
felling all the tick plants from the
Alongjhar arca of the sanctuary. These
plants were immature. The total area of
Bornadi WLS is 26.22 km?®. The western
part of this sanctuary was encroached
before 1989. Encroached arca is about 4
km?* The river Bornadi forms the
western boundary, while river Nalanadi
forms the castern boundary of the
sanctuary. The northern boundary of the
sanctuary is well defined by the Indo-
Bhutan border. The southern boundary
is demarcated on the ground by digging
trenches. Fcological boundarics of this
sanctuary are connected with
Khalingduar RF on the western side.
Initially Bornadi RF was a huge
arassland. Up to carly 70s, there was 60%
grassland in the RE. Gradually grasslands
of this forest began to degrade. In the year
2006, woodland covered 45.57% of the
total gcographical area of Bornadi WLS,
where 27.72% 1s covered by high density
grassland, 1.90% by low dcnsity
grassland, 15.29% by degraded forest
and 5.83% 1s covered by scrub forest.
Tncrease of woodland is 5.72% (Sarmah
2006). In carly days of Bornadi WLS,

grassland played a vital role for Pigmy
hog, Hispid hare, Bengal Florican and
other grassland dependent species.
Disappearance of grassland in this
sanctuary 1s not a good sign. Burning up
n late winter allows growing mote fire
resistant plants, but at the same time this
practice destroys vilal grasses.

Vegcetations of Bornadi WLS fall under
tropical semi evergreen and tropical moist
and dry deciduous forest. The average
rainfall is around 400 mm. Temperature
ranges from about 8¢ in JTanuary and 3()"
¢ in the month of July. Humidity
comprises 30% to 80%. The land is
essentially flat, well-drained and thinly
forested. Altitude ranging from about 15()
meters to 200 meters. The soil of the
Bornadi WLS is sandy loam and watcr
holding capacity is very low. This allows
like Themeda,
Saccharum, Phragmitis, Narenga and
Impcrata, along with other deciduous tree
species. There are |2 ponds dug by human
to provide water to wild animals. But
eight of them are very sallow and do not
have water bearing capacity in winter
months. These ponds need reformation.

There are several problems in Bornadi
WLS. Some of them are as follows:

(1) Crisis of drinking water for
frontline staff is one of the major
problems. The only water source ncar

growing grasscs



range HQ is a 130-foot deep old well,
that dries up very frequently.

{2) Aggressions of weeds has become
a horrible problem in this WLS. Tt causes
food crisis for herbivore animals {as told
by Kristy Williams, WWF).

{3) Encroachment problcm, barring
the northern part of Tndo-Bhutan border.
Buffer arca of the sanctuary almost
evacuated by encroachment. Without
buffer arca it is difficult to take steps for
conservation of endangered species like
Pygmy Hog.

{4) Use of pesticide by bordering (ea
gardens may prove fatal to the wildlife
of the sanctuary.

{3) Grazing problem is there in this
WLS. Tt is one of the major causes of
destruction of bio-diversity.

{6) Cases of hunting and poisoning
have also been reported sometimes.
Scope of pussible tourist spot ;

Bogamati arca and Dcosunga Watch
Tower.

Mammals of Bornadi WLS and
Khalingduar RF :

Some of the important {Schedule-1,
Part-1 of IWLPA 1972) mammals found
in Bornadi WLS and Khalingguar RF arc
PYGMY HOG (Parcula salvama; there
is no sighting record in recent past),
HISPID HARE {(Caprolagus hispidus),
CAPPED LANGUR (Prcsbytis pileatus),

INDIAN ELEPHANT (Elephas
maximus), TIGER {Panthera tigris tigtis),
LEOPARD CAT (Fclis bengalensis),
CLOUDED LEOPARD {Neofelis
ncbulosa), PANTHER (Panthera pardus),
SLOTH BEAR (Melursus ursinus),
CIVET CAT (Arctictis binturong),
FLYING SQUARRLEL {(Hyiopetes
alboniger) and INDIAN PANGOLIN
{Maniscrassi-caudata), etc.
Amphibians and Reptiles of Bornadi
WI.S and Khaling RF :

MONITOR LIZARD (Varnus spp.),
KING COBRA {Ophiophagus Hannah),
BANDED KRAIT (Bangarus fasciatus),
INDIAN PYTHON {Python molurus),
ORNATE FLYING SNAKE
{Chrysoppelea ornate), GECO (Sphaero-
dactyles spps.) and TRICARINATE
TURTLE {Melanochelys trcatinata) elc.
{(all thesc species are considered as
schedule-1, part-2, TWLPA 1972).
Avifauna of Bornadi WLS and
Khalingduar RF :

These arcas are known as home to
many restricted-range birds, and these are
rich in other important bird species. There
are 218 species of birds recorded in
Bornadi WLS and Khalingduar RF; amid
them, Schedule | species according to the
Wildlife Protection Act 1972 arc:
BLACK-NACKLED STORK (Ephippior-
hynchus asiaticus), LESSER ADJUTANT



STORK (Lcptoptilos javanicus),
BLACK BAZA {Aviceda leuphotes),
INDIAN PEAFOWL (Pavo cristatus),
GRLY PLEACOCK PHLEASANT
(Polvectron bicalcorotum), BENGAL
FLORICAN (Houbaropsis bengalensis),
GREAT HORNBEILL {Buccros bicornis),
ORIENTAL PIED HORNBILL
(Anhracoceros albirostris), RUFOUS-
NACKED HORNBILL ¢(Aceros
nipolensis), WREATHED HORNBILL
{Aceros undulates), GREY PCACOCK
PHEASANT (Poliplectron bicalcaramim)
and KHALT] PHEASANT (Lophora
lathami) ctc.

Al preset Khalingduar RF and Bornadi
WLS arc the only remaining forest in this
vast region. There should be a proper
action plan, managemecnt intervention
policy in grass root level and at the level
of policy for conscrvation of these two
important PA. Upgradation of
Khalingduar RF to a WLS may provide
another dimension to the conservation
history of our rcgion.
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BHALUKPONG I LIVED IN

Late K. D. Choudhury, IFS (Retd.)

This write-up was first published 1n
the “Horizon™ supplementary of “The
Assam Tribune” on Saturday, the 9th
April 2011 of as a heading “Escape to
Bhalukpong”. T have tried to describe
what Bhalukpong was like during the end
of the 6th decade, 1.e. 1958. Tt is from
Gamiri under Charduar which was a
small township with a few offices of
NEFA administration together with an
A P.O.S. office, a forest Beat office and
a police outpost under Rangapara police
station under the Govt. of Assam. There
was also an Assam Rifle unit who used
to carry out police job to help the NEFA
Administration in Subansiri Frontier
Division. Charduar was the distnict head
quarter of the then Balipara Frontier
track, which was latter bifurcated into
Kameng Frontier track and Subansiri
Frontier track. The Head quarter of
Subansiri was shifted to Zero under
Hapoh tirst, whereas Charduar continued
to be the head quarter of Kameng for a
year or two. Latter 1t was shifted to
Bomdila. When [ had gone to

Bhalukpong, there was a forest Division
at Charduar which looked after the forests
ot Subansin and Kameng; this division
was known as Balipara Forest Division.
There were Executive Engineer’s office
to look after Kameng C.P.W.D. division,
4 base office to send the mails and other
essential articles, and transport of
Kameng Frontier Division.

An outpost was established at
Bhalukpong as an access to Buragaon and
Gamiri and then to Bomdila. A narrow
motorable road was constructed betore
independence, which was gravelled and
was used by the officers of the
administration. During winter it was a
heautiful holiday spot used by the tea
planters who were fond of fishing in
Bhorelli during holidays. Tt was also
visited by picnic parties during holidays
in winter. Otherwise no vehicle used to
ply over to Bhalukpong for a long ume.
Hence 1t was like a festive occasion for
the few inhabitants of Bhalukpong, who
were hardly 12. When any vehicle amved,
everybody were seemed to be happy.



Otherwise the road travellers consisted
of men on foot and one or two bicycle
riders. It was inconvenient to ride cycele
for the ups and downs of the road. From
Bhalukpong further to Buragaon and
further up was the bridal path like foot
tracks along thc bank of river Bhorelli.
Hence Bhalukpong was like an outpost
of progress where we were the flag
bearers.

The activitics in Bhalukpong
consisted of some plantation works to
fillup the gaps of natural forcsts made
by extracting timber for the local markets,
tea gardens and Tezpur Town cte. There
was also a little demand for railway
slippers, as cvergeen species could only
be used after treating with preservanves.
The extraction path for the contractors
for imber extraction works could be used
during the dry scasons only.

There was a very attractive future
development plan for Bhalukpong. There
was a plan to construct a boom to hold
the floating tumber extracting from the
surrounding hills which chiefly would
contain pinc species, which could be
floated by the river cwrent due to its light
weight. From there it was to be
transported by truck o the down wards
markets of Assam. But the situation
abruptly changed, and a network of roads
along the hilly terrain to the international

border of Tibet was constructed after the
escape of the Holy man Dalai Lama from
his abode at Tibet just before Chinese
aggression. Since India gave shelter to
Dalai LLama, the relations between China
and India twrned worst and has never
improved. During October 1962, Chinese
invasion of India happened unexpectedly.
Thercfore this network of roads from the
bank of Brahmaputra to the international
hoarder with Tibet was the vital point
from the defence point of the country. As
a rcsult development of Bhalukpong took
place rapidly.

The works done by the so called
pioneers had not gone waste. There was
greencry all around Bhalukpong, which
has not yet vanished even after the artival
of new inhabitants of different trades.
When we lived there, herds of wild
clephants could be scen, as it was the main
corridor of elephants between east and
west bank of Bhorelli and in the north bank
of Brahmaputra which is one of the
national clephant prescrvation projects
duly managed by joint venture of Assam
and Arunachal Pradesh. An intcr-state tiger
project named Pakke Nameti Tiger Project
has been created between Arunachal
Pradesh and Assam, with not only elephant,
but also some other carnivorous and
herbivorous animals . As a matter of factT
was happened to be the first Wildlife



D.F.O. to establish the Pakke Wildlife
Sancturary with Headquarter at Seijusa.
Bhalukpong was a Range Headquarter.
Wild boar was plentiful at Bhalukpong,
spectally during the seeding season of
Naher rees. The D.E.Q. at Charduar used
to send slips to me to allow the Assam
Rifles jawans to hunt onc or two wild
hoars; this created very cordial relations
between the Army officers and us. Tt was
further obligatory between us to visiteach
othcr whenever we had to meet cach other
in the respective headquarters. But none
of us had to violate any of the departmental
codes and conduct. In my subsequent
posting also, I did not find any difficulty
in conducting development works of the
department. This reminds me of the fact
that social friendship and love are divinely
bestowed upon man. Onc must know how
to uttlise this. Tt was only possible as we
were posted in the backward places.

Bhalukpong including the whole
North East is very rich in orchids. We
used to collect the orchid species without
knowing their nomenclature and used to
keep them in a temporarily constructed
orchidium. This had ultimately inspired
the forest department of Arunachal
Pradesh to establish a full-fledged orchid
Research centre at Tipi, which attracts a
large number of tourists.

In Avi fauna also Bhalukpong was

very rich, specially the hornbill of
different varieties. The very rare white
winged wood duck was found at Nameri
which cxisted along the Pakke Tiger
Projects. Since 1t was found after my
retirement of achive service, 1L was a news
to me to which I am very much attracted.
I had the experience of captive breeding
of this species when I was 1n charge of
Namdapha Tiger project at Mioa at a very
initial stage.

Last but not thc lcast, Bhorelli is also
very rich 1in aquatic fauna. Anglers used
to visit Bhalukpong, as T mentioned in the
beginning of this article. Now the anglers
have cstablished Bharelli Anglers
Assoctation, with head quarters at Tezpur.
CEvery year anglers from all over Assam
and outside use to assemble there to fish
in Potasali and in Bhorelli. It has now
heen developed into angers’ paradise. It
is natural that T become nostalgic
remembering the old Bhalukpong of
yesteryears.

Bhalukpong was also a place of epic
age. This was the ancient capital of
Bhaluka, a grandson of Banasura of
Sonitpur. The ruins of the capital of
Bhaluka was seen by us during 1958 to
1960, after which it was burried under the
hips of hillocks by the bulldozers which
constructed the road to Bomdila and
beyond for defence purposcs. ®

Late K. D. Choudhury, TFS (Retd.), 97 Tangra Satra Path, Jayanagar, Sixmile, Guwahati-22



COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT FOR
CONSERVATION
AROUND KAZIRANGA NATIONAL PARKq

Assam 18 evidently a biodiversity
hotspot, boasting of several endemics in
flora as well as tauna. With 22.21% of
the total land area under forest cover, the
state has five national parks, 17 wild life
sanctuaries and more than 200 reserve
forests. However, the elements of
biological diversity are not isolated as
1slands 1n themselves. These protected
areas for the conservation of the diverse
animal and plant species are also nestled
near areas of human habitation. The local
communities inhabiting the fringe
villages around the protected areas
remain a key stakeholder in the
overarching goal of conservation. Studies
show that meaningful engagement with
the local communities yield positive
results in the protection and management
of protected areas. It is this approach
which has been sought to be employed
under the aegis of UNESCO's World
Heritage  Biodiversity  Project
implemented by Ashoka Trust for
Research 1n Ecology and the
Environment {ATREE) in association

with the Forest Department in Assam.
This article focuses on specific acuvities
undertaken around the Kaziranga
National Park.
Background:

Pride of place in the protected area
network of the state, and of the country
as well, is occupied by Kaziranga
National Park. Kaziranga 18 a4 name
renowned globally for its success in the
conservation history of the great Indian
one-homed rhinoceros. It also harbours
apex carnivores, large herbivores,
avifauna wetland values. Kaziranga
contains the most important and
significant natural habitat for in-situ
conservation of biological diversity,
including those containing threatened
species of outstanding unmiversal value
from the point of view of science or
conservation. The above mentioned
values and criteria helped Kaziranga
National Park's inscniption on the World
Heritage List of the "Convention on the



Protection of the World Cultural and
Natural Heritage" in the year 1985 Tt 1s
only onc of the five natural World
Heritage Sites in the country.
Kaziranga is sprcad over civil
jurisdictions of Nagaon and (Golaghat
districts in Assam with Brahmaputra river
on the north and Karbi Anglong hills on
the south. There are about 74 revenue
villages along the southerm boundary of
the park inhabited by more than 50
thousand people. The people belong (o
diffcrent communitics and tribes, the
prominent among them are the Assamese,
Nepali & Santhals, twribal communitics of
Karbis, the Misings and the Mikirs. Most
people arec marginal agriculturists and are
in need of more fertile land. Crop
depredation by wild animals, particularly
elephants, is common. A compensation
mechanism cxists for the affected people
which is provided by the Forest
Department  and  supported by
conservalion organization like WWF.
The local communitics are not generally
antagonistic towards wild animals.
During the monsoon season when floods
inundate three-fourths of the area of the
park, wild animals take shelter near the
villages and homesteads of the local
pcople who do not disturb unless it
becomes inevitable. People protect
distressed animals and help the forest

department to take mitigation measurcs.
Retaliatory or malafide injury to wild
animals 1s very rare. However there are
cases where a few opportunist individuals
from thc villages have collaborated with
poachers coming from outside to locate
and poach rhinos for their horn in licu of
monetary benefit.

The national park management has
been trying to involve the fringe villages
in developmental activitics so as to make
them stakeholders in conservation. 55
Eco-Development Committees (EDCs)
have been constituted among the fringe
villages and registered under the Eastern
Assam Wildlife Division Forest
Decvelopment Agency with an objective
to build up capacity for sustainable socio-
cconomic development. About 220 SHGs
have already been constituted under the
EDCs with similar objectives. Further
efforts are on to increase the numbers of
EDCs/SHGs. There is a huge problem of
unemployment among the youth which
sometimes lead to frustration and anti-
social activities in the absence of
alternative opportunitics. The perennial
problem of floods, coupled with the lack
of basic facilities like health care, drinking
water, rural roads etc lead to anomy
among somc local inhabitants who
perceive themselves as net losers in the
background of the national park attracting



huge tourists and revenuc.

UNLESCO World
Biodiversity Project

ATREE is implementing a four-year
project under the acgis of UNESCO's
World Hertage Biodiversity Project with
Kaziranga National Park as onc of the
beneficiary sites. The overall objective
is to preserve, protect and promote the
profile of the World Hertage Site. The
mecans of achicving the objective is
provided through strengthening capacity
for cffective management, research and
monitoring, management  and
governance, raising the profile and the
critical component of engaging with local
communitics. Effcctive engagement of
local communities requires a multi-
pronged approach by involving them in
planning such activities, offering
incentives, motivation,
providing opportunities for income
generation and facilitating their own
community-based mechanisms.

In the first instance, it 1s nccessary to
gather as much information as possible
on the local communities including their
condition, their
dependence on the forcest products,
human-wildlife conflict, problems &
prioritics as well as theiwr orientation and
views towards the park. The study and
analysis of these factors are extremely

Heritage
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important. Here comes the importance of
PRA or Participatory Rural Appraisal.
PRA mcthods arc uscful for gaining a
preliminary understanding of the fringe
village 1n a relatively short period—
usually between three days to three weeks.
PRA is bascd on interdisciplinary,
exploratory studies relying on a high use
of community interaction and indigenous
knowledge. The approach utlizes semi-
structured interviewing techniques with
extensive data analysis. PRA can help
gencrate information on the socio-
economic and ecological conditions
prevailing in the village which arc
extremely valuable in planning for
cffective community engagement. During
the last couple of years, the project
facilitated PRAs to be conducted in sclect
fringe villages in Kaziranga covering eight
EDCs. The PRA's were followed up with
development of Micro-Plans for the same
EDCs. These plan documents will aid the
Forest Department 1in initiating
development activitics in the villages. The
project will also supportincome generating
activitics in the form of fishery, piggery,
duckery, handicrafts and eco-tourism
enterprise by the local communities.

In order to support basic medical
facilitics 1n the fringe villages, an
ambulance vehicle was provided to the
national park for thc purposc of



cmergency transportation of paticnts to
well-equipped hospitals. Further, medical
health camps were also held in all the
ranges of the park with access to the local
population and frontline forest staft.

As part of community mechanismes for

addressing human-wildlife conflict, the
project has supported anti-depredation
watch-towers in the fringe arcas of the
park. These are simple concrete
structurcs which help the local
communities from warding away
clephants from depredation in their crop
fields. These also serve as anti-poaching
outposts for forest staff as they arc
located in strategic areas.

A unique scholarship scheme was
initiated for students of schools in the
fringe villages of the national park. The
larger aim was o encourage students in
their studics and raise thewr awarcness
about the importance of conservation in
Kaziranga. Nearly 300 primary school
students and about 200 high school
students received a scholarship. This
scheme has provided a useful platform

for undertaking awarcncss and nature
otientation campaigns not only for the
students but also for the tecachers and
parents.

Conclusion :

Given the large population and limited
scale of the project, it would be prematurc
to state that the impact has been
significant cnough to be characterized
with specific indicators like poverty
reduction, increasce in income level or
employment generation. Nevertheless, the
initial pilot phasc has demonstrated the
potential for planned socio-economic
interventions and its real impact would
crystallize in the forthcoming years.
Project activitics can at best supplement
efforts of the government in seneral and
coordination among the different
departments like forest, health, water,
agriculture, irrigation, public works, rural
development and the likes 1s essential and
neced of the hour. Clearly, the desirable
approach 1is engaging the local
communitics as partners in  the
conservation process. ®

Arunava Gupta and Niraj Kakati

The anthors are affiliated to the Ashoka Trust for Research in Ecology and the Environment
(ATREE) which is implementing UNESCO's World Heritage Biodiversity Projects in Assam.
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MY EXPERIENCES OF HIMALAYAN
ENVIRONMENT IN ARUNACHAL

The mountain ranges of Arunachal
Pradesh arc the cxtension of the
Himalayan Mountains and therefore
gcologically quite young. Hence the hills
are very prone o weathering and erosive
actions. As such its cco-system 1s quitc
fragile and cannot withstand the damages
inflicted to it in the name of development.
Clearing of forest cover, cutting of the
hill slopes for road construction and such
other development works lead to frequent
land slides, land shrinkage, cte. Now, the
proposed construction of 168 big dams
is sure to bring havoc to the fragile cco-
system and the unique bio-diversity of the
cntire state. It is rcally disturbing to
imagine a new but very much distorted
landscapc of Arunachal with only small
pockets of trees instead of the lush forests
with its cnchanting panoramic scencrics.

[ had the privilege of serving in
Arunachal Pradesh as a Health Officer for
thirty long years during the period 1968
to 1989, somctimes 1n remote places of
the state. During my service tenure [ had
the opportunity to travel the length and
breadth of the state. Very offen, [ was

Dr. B. K. Borgohain

awestruck to notice the unparallel beauty
of its virgin forests, hills & mountains,
cascading springs, water falls, orchids and
wild flowers, butterflics and some rare
birds and animals. Due to restrictions
imposcd to the foreign tourists Arunachal
so far could nol occupy a prime
destination position in the world tourism
map. So to say, the state still remains
mostly unknown to the outside world.
The state has three distinct
gecomorphological regions consisting if
high-altitude, mid-altitude and foothill
with narrow valley arcas. Each region is
endowed with mumerous varities of flora
& fauna, many arc cndemic to that region
only. Regional variations may be noticed
in the socio-cconomic conditions of the
people living in a particular region. Lven
the health of the population, both human
and ammals, are to some extent controlled
by the cnvironmental factors of a
particular region. For example,
communicable discascs such as malaria,
elc., are common in foothill areas as there

........................@.........................



are suitable habitats for abundant growth
of vector population; likewise, skin
discascs and gastrointestinal disorders
are common in mid-7ones.

Mithoon is onc of the most acclaimed
state animal, which serves as a premier
resource of the common population.
Once in the year 1969, I along with two
veterinary doctors went to Zero-point of
Kameng district to purchase a few
Mithoons which were to be distributed
among the poor beneficiaries of the
district. I'still remember the two sleepless
nights trying to sleep on a makeshift
bamboo bed in cxtremely chilling cold.
Lqually unforgettable was the grandeur
of the ice-covered mountains and the
tonic-like unpolluted air. Mithoon was
treated as a prized posscssion, and the
power and richness of a person was
signified by the number of mithoons he
owned. Tt was almost a status symbol!
Later, as a doctor, I had the opportunity
to treat the famous person who was
willing to give 25 mithoons to marry our
ex-Prime Minister Smt. Indira Gandhi!
Marriage of a boy is fixed with mithoon
valuation only, as it indicates the richness
of the bridegroom while marrying a girl.
Mithoon meat is also very delicious to
their taste buds. However, the meat is
very precious. These are offered and
taken specially in different customary

Poojas performed during the festivals of
the Adis, Nishis, Apatanis etc., and Rei
Pooja of the Mishings. Mithoon horns
also adorn their costumes and are used in
various fcstivals.

Likewise, nacvus of Kasturi {Musk)
Deer and the gall bladder of wild bear are
very precious to the Arunachalis.
Specially Kasturt Nacvus have great
demand as it 1s extensively used for drugs,
sexual impotency, cte. Mishingmi fifa 1s
an important item of export which fetches
very good price.

My first taste of butter-tea at Tawang
was not a pleasent cxperience. Slowly 1
gotused to it and found it quite palatable
and uscful in extreme cold. The Monpas
of Tawang and Dirang areas prepare
butter-tca with the milk of cheori cows.
These particular cheori cows are tamed
by the population cspecially in the higher
altitude areas in the green grassy fields.
The cheori cows have extensive hairs and
these are very valuable animals for the
population. They keep Grey Hound dogs
to protect them from wild animals. The
barking of the dog 1s really fearsome and
they are kept in the house tied with heavy
chains.

[ have conducted a study of Monpa
population of Dirang about their food
habit, health problems, etc. T spent a few
nights in Mandla Phudang arca, where



Brigadicr Hoshier Singh fell during the
1962 Chinese debacle. Goitre is common
ailment of the people. The spring water
people drink was found o be deficient
of Todine. Todized salt was provided to
these people and goitre operations wete
conducted in Army Field Hospital
situated at Sanjedzong area of Tawang.
Interestingly, the people here prepare a
hair oil from natural ingredients which
keeps their hair charcoal black. T now
regret that [ paid no attention to identify
the ingredents and move the concerned
authority to undertake avesearch work. T
was also amazed to sce somce rcally big
trees in the area whose girths were not
less than 8-1() metres.

There are lot of snakes in Arunachal;
a few of thesce arc poisonous. Very often
we faced difficulties in treating snake
bites as victims usually did not report us
in time. Most of them preferred to get

trcatment from local Bez, ctc. As a rcesult
there had been a few snake-bite deaths
cvery year.

During my service period I had to walk
a lot of difficult terrain, remain in remote
areas for long duration, face many other
difficultics, but 1n return I was rewarded
with unique privilege of knowing these
colourful people, priceless and
incomparable scenic beautics, bounty of
naturc and cnvironment far from
maddening city crowd. On many
occassions I have experienced clouds
coming and covering me especially in
some arcas like McMohan lines, which
is although terror-siricken but otherwise
so magnificent and adorable. When onc
tours in these arcas he usually forgets the
tircsome Jjourncys being close to all the
caressing and softness of nature. The
prevailing peace and tranquility made me
spell-bound.®

Dr. B. K. Borgohain is retd DDHS (HRTC) Pasighat, Avunachal Pradesh.
His Mobile number is 94351-05762



TREASURE FROM THE PAST

OUR VANISHING WILD LIFE

Let me start by saying that all lives on
earth must be saved. The first step on
wild-life preservation {both Flora &
Fauna) was taken in 320.B.C. by the then
Prime Mimister "Chanakya' duning Gupta
Empire. His recommendations are stll
found on the wall in Patna. Though the
idea of wild life Pama. Though the idea
of wild life preservation did not take
permanent root tll 1935.

Wild life plays the mostimportant role
in India’s life since ancient time. In
ancient India, people lived in " Ashrams™.
It was a sanatorium sanctum of all forms
of life temples. and poaching, hunting
felling of the trees are considered not
only illegal, but also irreligious act. Those
old "Ashrams” were infect our National
Parks. The highest
understanding of nature and natural
environment was shown 1n 'Kalidas's
drama " Sakuntala to me. Specially the
farewell scene of Sakuntala when all
plants, forest, fawn, Jasmin creeper, bid
farewell to ashram girl. The entire play
was one cultural understanding of wild

forms of

Dr. Robin Banerjee

life, natural environment and as a whole
eco-system when men lived with nature.

Then came the unfortunate part of our
time. We Pulled out from the eco-system,
starting by disrespecting nature and made
our own materialistic society. This
malerialistic idea was aggravated during
the turbulent history of our country.
Invasion, internal great destruction of the
forest for special strategic reasons. The
marching soldiers destroyed whatever
came on their way and for two centuries
it was the happy hunting ground of our
ancient rulers. There are many stones of
this hunting and killing. One hunter killed
4000 game birds on a single day, another
one 2000 ducks. Another one killed 400
tigers in 25 years, and then did not think
worthwhile in keeping any more records.
There are people still to-day who hoast
of their records and tell with pride having
scored 4 century 1n tiger shooting.

Lot of harm is being done by a few
powertul writers to our magnificent tigers.
With due respect and apology [ must
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mention the name of famous writer "Jim
Corbett” Tn his book "Man-LCater of
Kumaon", he gave an explanation how
the tiger became a "Man-Later”. He
described the man-cating tiger as a
dreadful beast, killing, men, women and
children. It dragged away by the throat,
mutilating arms, heads, legs here and
there. Such tale left on the mind of the
readers a fearful impression of weeping
widows, screaming children and mothers.
The worst part was that dead tiger was
chopped off by the villagers bit by bit.
These descriptions paved the way of
indiscriminate granting of licensc for
tiger-shooting all over the country. Today
the word "Man-Eatcr” has become a
synonymy for all tigers, unless contrary
is innocence. So cveryonce shoots a tiger
and says it's a Man-Eater or a cattle lifter.
But if a tiger can kill a man or cattle so
can a man kill a man. Thus this does not
make an animal a man-cater anymore
than every-man a man Kkiller. Certainly
no-onc would feel sympathy for the tiger
who took away a sleeping young lady
from her husband. A leopard who killed
a boy or the rogue elephant who attacked
human, arc thesc execptional cases. We
cannot blame entire population of tiger
becausc of one stray case. If wild animals
are allowed to raise their voice of
grievances, they would blame whole

human race for robbing of their foods,
burning of their homes, cold-blooded
killing of innocent animals, calves (cven
pregnant mothers are not spared). T can
tell that many more men have heen killed
by men than by the wild animals in the
last decade. To prove my statement I like
all of you to open a news paper where
you find all kinds of horrible crimes being
committed every day by human. But do
wc raisc our voices against the whole
mankind for that! Only individual should
be punished for the crime, then why not
the same law for the wild animals. Tf all
wild animals arc vanished from the forest,
the forest will be a store house of timbers
and not a thrilling place will be left which
gives inspiration and happiness (o so
many naturc lovers.

Another blow came to the Tndian wild-
lifc during world war II. When the
scattered army carrying fire arms wiped
out wild-life in many parts of our country.
Then came the biggest blow the striped
skins caught the eyes of foreign buyers.
The skins stripped off from the leopard's
body and made attractive fashion models.
The excessive demand for timber and
cxtensive cultivation, felling of the trees
and destruction of their homes, also
helped vanishing of our wild-life.

Today there is only a few lions in a
small patch in Gujrat Gir-forest. They arc



in great danger and fighting a loosing
battle with Maldharies.

Indian Rhino suffers the most. Not for
their coat, not for their meat, but for their
horn, {although it is not a truc horn.)

The snow leopard lives in snow clad
Himalaya. Every year many people visit
Himalaya to see it. But how many have
scen a snow leopard 1n the wild? I am
sure not even | %. Butif you go to a curio
shop or to an Emporium you will sce
tanned skins of snow leopard, clouded
leopard, marble cat and many other wild
animals.

The thiamin deer of Manipur, stage of
Kashmir and Musk deer are reducing in
number and fighting to a battle of no
return.

7ild life 1s csscntial to man’s own
existence. Most of the animals have
bccome extincet, because of destruction
done by human.

Forcign exchange caming also playing
a havoc in wild life. As for example the
Rhesus monkey once covered a large
area, was admittedly a nuisance to some
places. But an export rate of 3000 to 80(X)
a year, has wiped it out from many places
causing a scrious upsct in the balance of
nature.

A panther skin today will bring a
foreign exchange of 1000 to 1500 dollars.
Hence they are butchered by trapping and

poisoning.

In old days "Sikar” agents invited
foreign tourists with a "guarantec” of a
tiger within fortnight, to earn foreign
cxchange.

The frog legs have also received big
publicity. It was told that 88 lakhs werc
earned last year at an average price of one
dollar per kilo. Hence, 1,200 tons of legs
are required for this amount, that means
2,400 tons of lifc forges (say 5 crorcs in
number). Frog eats half of its body weight
of worms and insccts cach day, hence out
of the result of this export leaves behind
108 thousand tons of insccts remain
uncaten every year, which will cause lot
of harm to our vegetation and a scrious
upsetl of nature balance.

Let us face the fact that the Taj may be
rebuilt but our forest and trees, our wild
birds and animals once exterminated
cannot be recovered.

D.D.T. 1s spraycd from the air to savc
our crops from insects. The inseclicides
do not discriminate. The disaster affect
on wild life, ¢many of which are beneficial
to man) resulting from indiscriminate
spraying is powerfully described in a book
called "Silent Spring” by "Richard
Castle”.

Man dosc not live by bread alone. The
cultural development of any country is not
only judged by its art, architecture,



philosophy and litcrature, but also
depands on how it preserves, but also
depends on how it preserves its heritage
have come and gone, living intact the
gcophysical stucture of the country- they
ruled over. But when and where natural
resources were thoughtlessly abused.
Entire civilization was wiped out of
existence, after living dissolute and
dismal destruction in their wake. The
Maya civilization in Maxico and the
"Asserian” civilization in "Syria”
vanished not because of their own
wanton abuse of land.

The Economy of India depends upon
the careful control of her vast natural
resources, where wild-life plays a most
important role. It is also a source of
foreign cxchange carnings through
tourism.

To-day only few literate people are
aware of the threat to the natural
resources of our carth. The galloping
destruction of the forest, the degradation
and pollution of natural environments all
around us leads to a final countdown of
the carth. Every year this danger is
growing bigger and bigger and T can tell
you that the situation will arise very soon
and it will be out of our hand with an
cventual mean all the citizen of the world,
private organization, industrialist,
Commerce, Government and Authoritics

of all level arc prepared to accept full
responsibility for conserving the world
and thus cnsuring the man's own future.

Tt is impossible to expect any real
progress 1n conscrvation unless we
control the human population. The cattle
population in India with many unhcalthy
cattles causing a great alarm 1in
conscrvation. There will be no space
worth-living unless we refrain from
destructing forests, animals and its
environment. Man's own survival will be
doubtful if we do not act now. The carth
is carrying its ever growing burden of
human passcnger, hecnce human
population must be brought into the
balance with resources. It 1s not an casy
task, but us call on all men and women
cvery where 1n our planet carth which is
the only oasis we had to live in to control
birth rate. To join our hands in putting an
end of destroying its natural inheritance
make friendship with them and thus allay
tor survival.

For alongtime the conservationist have
given warning that our environment is
being poisoned and polluted and that our
very lives are in danger. But the sad part
1s that the warning is taken as a cry of the
old saying "WOLF, WOLF" and that the
air pollution werc not as bad as it is
painted, and it is just a step for our
progress. But to-day is confirmed that the



poor conscrvationist were correct.

I am quoting the following from
W.W.E publication.

[. Tn 1968 in U.S.A. |5 million fish
dicd as a result of water pollution.

2. In 1930 over 40 thousand Blue
Whalcs were in the World's occan but to-
day it is less than 1000.

3. Half a million parrots arc killed every
year in Amazone Basin to provide only
10,000 live specimen for U.S_A. pet trade.

4. Tn 1930 there were 40,000 tigers in
India but to-day approximately 18
tigers are there and in another two years
if protection is not rigid there will be no
tiger in India.

5. In the last 20 ycars the oil
prospectors in Chad have killed 10,000
adder and 40,000 oryx i.c. 90% of the
total population.

6. 2,000,000 occlots and 20,000 jaguars
are killed for fur each year in the forest

of South America.

7. 800 species of animal are in
immincnt danger of extinction. This
includes the Orang Utang, the mountain
Gorilla, pigmy Chimpanzees. 7 specics of
tger, pigmy Chimpanzees. 7 species of
tiger, 7 species of leopard, 8 specics of
Whale, 5 species of Rhino, Polar and
grizzly bears and many specics of birds.

The delicate balance of Nature is
already affected, and man after destroying
the amimals of our planet may end by
destroying himself.

In the name of wild lite and God let
me quote onc stanza hefore [ conclude.

"do all the good you can,

By all the means you can,

Tn all the ways you can,

In all the place you can,

At all the times you can,

To all people you can,

And last as long as ever "you can".®

Dr. Robin Banerjee, the world famous naturalist and wildlife photographar
is Founder President of KWLS.

r ™
Think twice before killing an animal, think twice before you caich a
butterfly, think before you cut a tree, because it may be the last species of
the world.
= Dr. Robin Banerjee
. J




LEGENDS OF THE WILD

Ananda Banerjee

This 15 no tiger story though every time
I have visited a tiger reserve, [ have spent
several patient hours to spot one. I, for
that matter anyone who ventures into the
Jungles, 18 most concerned about spot-
ting a tiger, a unique bird, the rhino... In
the process, we do not see what the wild
has in store for us -- its hidden secrets.
As a forest guard had once told me,
"There are layers in each jungle. The
deeper you go, the more they open up.”
How right he was. Each spot has a story
to tell. Did you know that the pond from
which Shravan Kumar filled water for his
blind parents hefore being killed by King
Dashrath's arrow is stll present in the
Kanha tiger reserve? Read on for more
such legends but this is not a complete
list.

TIGER SATI AT SARISKA :

[t 1s helieved that 4 long time ago, ata
village in Sariska, a boy was left with
his ageing grandparents while his doting
parents went to work. During the course
of the day, the boy got lost 1n the forest.
When the parents returned late in the af-

ternoon, they searched everywhere but
could not find him. Soon the word spread
and villagers organised a search party to
look for the kid. The next day, they came
dacross pugmarks and began tracking
them. This way they reached the tiger’s
lair behind a rocky outerop. Seeing 4 few
scaltered bones, they reached the conclu-
ston that the boy had been killed and de-
voured by the tiger that was resting
nearby. OQut of rage, they attacked and
killed it instantly. While carrying away the
carcass, the boy appeared in a playtul
mood from the cave. Realising that the
hig cat was, 1n fact, protecting and shel-
tering the boy, the villagers were apolo-
getic and narrated the incident to the vil-
lage council. The boy's mother was so
moved to tears by this unjust act of hu-
man folly that she jumped into the tiger’s
pyre and committed sati. This was her way
of seeking absolution from guilt. A temple
still marks the place and 1s known as the
Nahar-Sat temple (for the Mewaris nahar
means tiger). In the buffer area of the
sanctuary, about 21km from its main en-



try point, lies the Kankwari fort. It is
flanked by hillocks covered with lush
plantations and sprawling grcen mcad-
oWs.

Aurangzceb dispelled his brother, Dara
Shikoh, from the capital after a serious
tiff and condemned him to a life-long
exile here. Tt 1s believed that nearly a
thousand soldiers were ordered to stay
at the fort, especially built for the con-
fincment, round-the-clock and cnsurc
that he did not flee.

NOT JUST RANTHAMBHORE
FORT :

Though the Ranthambhore fort is a
well-known landmark, not many are
awarc of thc two other forts that arc lo-
cated in the tiger reserve. One is the
Khandar fort that is sprawled out necar
the Chambal river. No tourist ever comes
here but, perched on top of a hill, this
one remains a timeless marvel of erst-
whilc Rajputana. Though in a state of
ruin and neglect, the Tort is believed (o
have been opulent at one time. In fact,
there are a number of ornate temples,
including thosc of Jain gurus
Chaturbhuja, Gobind Deviji, Hanurnanyji,
Jagatpalji and a Jayanti Mata, as well as
chattris of successive Mewati kings. Two
big stepwclls— Ramkund and
Lakshmankund—inside the fort complex,
arc cvidence that the rulers harvested

rainwater. From the top, one gets to sce
the spectacular undulating tetrain of the
forcst and the colourful mofusil town of
Khandar with camel carts making way
through the serpentine lanes of the buzz-
ing market. The other fort is Utigir that
lies in the Keladevi sanctuary, which is
part of the Ranthambhore tiger reserve.
It is used as a shelter by shepherds who
bring their cattle to graze here. Not much
is known about this fort which is said to
belong to the once princely state of
Karauli and was used by the
Raghunathpur hunting company (o
organisc tiger hunts. In its scalc and
beauty, it is no less than the Ranthambhore
or Khabdar forts.
KANHA S RAMAYANA LINKS :
Ramayana finds a prominent place in
both Bandhavgarh and Kanha. According
to legend, there lived a poor boy called
Shravan Kumar, the dutiful son of a blind
couple who fulfilled their every wish. One
day, his parents expressed the desire to
go on a pilgrimage to Kashi {Varanasi)
for a holy dip. It was a long way off and
Shravan had to walk day and night for
hours, carrying his parents in two baskets
attached to a bamboo pole slung across
his shoulders. One evening, they reached
a forest where Shravan's parents asked
him to fetch water. Parking them under a
trec, he went in scarch of a pond. At the



samc timc, Dashrath, the king of
Ayodhya, had come hunting. He was
cclebrated for his fine marksmanship and
could find his desired target just by hear-
ing a fechle sound. So, when he heard
the rustle of Shravan filling water, he
thought it to be a wild beast and imme-
diately shot an arrow. Seeing he had un-
willingly killed Shravan, the repentant
king carried him back to his parents. Of-
fering them water, the king sought their
forgiveness. The anguished old couple
curscd him instead, saying he would die
of grief of losing his son. King Dashrath
indecd died when his cldest son Ram was
condemned to a 14-year exile.

A small carthen bund marks the spot
where this mythological incident oc-
curred inside the Kanha tiger reserve. It
s now recognised by a signage post that
rcads Shravan Tal. A short distance away
i3 the spot known as Shravan Chita were
he was cremated. Strangely, the colour
of the soil is strikingly different from the
surroundings. Till date it remains a bar-
ren patch that can be seen while moving
on thce Bamni-Dadar-Keraghat jungle
road inside the reserve.
BANDHAVGARHS BIG MOMENTS

The legend of Ram looms over
Bandhavgarh tiger reserve, 230 km away.
The Bandhavgarh fort is associated with
Lord Ram, the Mauryan kings, Mughal

cmperors Humayun and Akbar and sufi
saint Kabir. The fort derives its name from
the most prominent hillock of the arca
which Lord Ram assigned to his brother
Lakshman to kecp a watch on Ravan's
Lanka. Hence, the name Bandhavgarh
{bandhav mecaning brothcr and garh
meaning fort). Amid a heap of scattered
ruins of arches, templcs and idols arc 39
man-made caves which have inscriptions
in Pali and Brahmi scripts from the very
first century alongside ancient cave paint-
ings depicting wild animals. These are yet
to be studied and documented propetly.
It is widely belicved that when Sher Shah
Suri attacked Delhi, Hurnayun's mother
hid along with him in the Bandhavgarh
fort and so did his pregnant wife, as it
was very sccure. Ultimately, Akbar was
bomn in the Kalinjar fort that lies to the
north of Bandhavgarh.

This was one of the reasons why Akbar
was so fond of this fort and kept a close
watch on the developments in this area.
Thus, when he heard of Tansen's glory,
who was then associated with the
Bandhavgarh royal court, Akbar sent
Birbal to fetch the legendary singer to be-
comgc onc of the 'nine gems’ of the Mughal
court. Till date, one of the inner palaces
in the fort is named as the Birbal
Bhawan.The renowned saint Kabir is said
to have taken shelter in one of these caves



for meditation. The Kabir Chabutara, or
the seat of Kabir, near the source of the
Narmada, 18 located at the Achanakmar-
Amarkantak biosphere reserve, which
lics at a short distancc from
Bandhavgarh. It is now a pilgrim spot for
the followers of Kabir.

PIR BABA AT JIM CORBETT :

For every wildlife enthusiast in this
country, the Corbett tiger reserve holds a
special place hecause of the widely cir-
culated stories of the hunter-conserva-
tionist. Even as hundreds of tourists flock
to sce the tiger cach year, not many have
heard of the Pir Baba who is said to pro-
tectboth the people and animals. At three
places inside the dense sal forest -- Pir
Kalu Shah Baba at Paater Pani, Mor
Ghaati and Fatto -- the mazaars are
tucked away from the busy tourist route.
Every ycar, cspecially in the winter
months, there is a constant becline of
forest guards and mahouts who come to
offer moulds of jaggery as sacrifice {bali)
s0 that they are protected against dangers
lurking in this deep forest I, too, have
done that on numerous occasions.

What have T got in return? The cour-
age and will to venture into the forests
time and again.

RANTHAMBHORE :

Rana Hamir was a 14th century ruler
of Mcwar, Rajasthan. Alauddin Khilji
engaged him in a war, which he almost
won, but Khilji bribed Hamir mahout into
raising the black flag at the frontline,
therchy misleading the sentincls at the
Ranthambhore fort into believing that
their king had been defeated and perished.
The soldiers at the fort prepared to die in
yellow robes, some even committed sui-
cide, while the royal women, featring in-
dignitics by the invaders, committed
jauhar by collectively jumping into a pyre.
Qucen Padmawati put honour before
compromise and jurnped into the ravines.
Now, there 1s a commemorative well at
the spot, placid and quiet. Tn summer, you
can spot tigers drinking water on the op-
posite banks. An enraged Hamir, seeing
his fort palace ravaged by fire and full of
dead people, killed his mahout for betray-
ing him and ordered that his face be cast
in stone at the gates to remind everybody
that wraitors would never be forgiven.
Such it is today, the sculptor having imn-
printed the shame in the mahout cyes. As
for the king, he beheaded himself before
Lord Shiva. ®

Ananda Banerjee is ¢ conservation journalist and photographer based in New Delhi,
Indic. He contributes a conservation column in ivemint. com/The Wall Street Journal in
India and is author of Common Birds of the Indian Subcontinent.



A TRIP TO HAAD NOPHARRAT
THARA- PHI PHI NATIONAL PARK

Can one 1magine walking from one
island to another across the ocean? It
sounded like a dream to us...almost
impossible. Can one think of feeding a
variety of fishes in the open sea and have
them swarming around your feet? These
are not fishes 1n an aquarium or in 4
confined area. They are there in the
ocean, under the blue sky in one of the
most beautiful places on earth- at the
Haad Nopharrat Thara-Pht Pht Marine
National Park off the coast of Ao Nang,
in Krabi District of South West Thailand
in the Andaman Sea.

Sourav Mahanta
A0 nang 1s a
pretty little beach
destination 1n
Krabi District,
Thailand, where
the striking limes-
tone hills 1n the
backdrop of the beaches is the highlight
of this arca and such steep limestone
formations of a variety of shapes along
the coast arc probably not scen anywhere
else in the world and is unique to this area.
Of the scveral island tours which are
offered by different tour operators, the one
that struck us was the 4 island tour which
was highly recommended by most
aperators. This trip would take us to
some of the most exotic locations in
the arca. We were picked up carly in
the moming from our hotel and set off
to Nopharrat Thara Beach from where
we boarded the long tail boat and set
off for the day. The day was bright and
sunny, the sea was calm and the
sprinkle of the sca water on our faces
was refreshing.




The
outhine of the
Andaman Sca
in this area is
dotted with

Various S1zcs
and shapes and gives a breathtaking view.
After a 4 minute boat ride we reached
our first island which was Tup Tsland.
From here we could sec two morc
i1slands- Chicken Tsland also known as
Koh Kai and Mo Island. Although they
were 3 discrete islands, the most amazing
part was that they were all connccted by
sand bars which were visible at low tide
or had anklc decp water connccting them
. This made it possible for one to walk
from onc island to the other across the
Sea. These sand bars
gave the appearance

i

Andaman

islands of

of dividing the ocean into half. The occan
emitted different hues of blue along this
stretch as the water was shallow near to
the sandbar and deeper as you moved
away from it on both sides. As we took a
walk from Tup Island to Chicken Island T
was mesmerized by the beauty of the
ocean on both sides. There were schools
of colourful fishes ncar to the shore and
and the crystal clear pristine blue water
made it a visual delight to watch them
swim by. Although one could do
snorkelling, it was not cven required

D

because the entire bed of ocean with its




underlying beauty was clearly visible
through the transparent blue waters. We
took an opportunity to feed the fishes
some rice and that made them almost eat
from your fingers. It was a visual treat to
watch them so close.

After a quick swim in the occan amidst
the fishes, we boarded the long tail boat
s0 as to go to the other side of Chicken
island which was famous for deep sea
snorkelling. While we were _,f:
wondering why Chicken . 8§
Island got its pceuliar name, it =~ K FE
soon became evident as the other end had
a huge projection which resembled a
chicken head. Actually, it looked more
like an ostrich head to us though. At this
point, many of the tourists went down
from the boat with there snorkelling gears
while a few less adventurous lot sat on
the boat enjoying the surrounding beauty.

From here we moved on to the next
island in the vicinity, popularly known
as Poda island and famous for
snorkelling, swimming and sunbathing.
This place is the ultimate in relaxation
where onc can totally unwind and have a
great time. We had our lunch while in
Poda Island and after swimming in the
cyrstal blue waters w

- boarded

our boat to

head for the
which was 48
national
along the
Southern
coastline
to Phrag
N ang

Beach
Which_

last lag of our trip
e Off the Marine
) Park, but

falls under the Railay Peninsula.
Incidentally, Phrag nang Beach has been
recently voted as one of the ten most
beautiful beaches in the world. This beach
1s only accessible by boart as it is
surrounded by the tall limestonc cliffs and
various caves in the vicinity. As we
approached the coast, the breathtaking
beauty of the landscape caught our
attention and we were mesmerized by the
strange rock formations and cliffs and the
cmerald green water of the occan. The
colour of the sea in this part was different
from what we saw in the other islands. A
large karst {rock/ limestone formation in
the sca) was visible and this appeared to
be the landmark of this beach. The beach
boasts of a 5 star resort and many of the
ruests were swimming in the ocean or
lazinig on the beach enjoying the late



afternoon sun. We couldn’t resist
ourselves either and took a chance to soak
in the cool waters. At the Northern end
of the beach 1s the Phrag Nang Princess
Cave which is a temple in the name of
the Princess Phrag Nang whose spirit is
supposed to be still there in this cave.
Truly, we could understand why this
beach was labelled as one of the top ten
beaches in the world.

From hcre we took the boat journcy
back via Railay Island and Ao Nang to
Noppharat Thara Beach from where we
had boarded, for this once in a lifetime
expericnce which was to remain in our
memories forever. @

Sri Sourav Mahanta is join! secretary KWLS and a business executive in
Paopular New Channel Dy 365, His Mohile No. - 98640-96141



KEEP WILDLIFE WILD

Isha Pandey

Je all come 1n contact with wildlife
at any point of in our lives. We see and
smell wild flowers, listen to birds and at
night we may cross paths with a possum
or 4 wallby. Seeing a4 wild native animal
is something special- unexpected and
unpredictable. Tt’s a sign that nature 13
alive and well. But for how long? We are
confronting an episode of species
extinction greater than anything the
world has experienced for the past 65
million years. Of all the global problems
that confront us, this 18 the one that 18
moving most rapidly and the one which
will have the most serious consequences.
Not since the age of the dinasours has
the earth seen such widespread extinction
of species. If the planet is to survive,
wildlife conservation must he a global
priority. Wildlife all over the world is in
dire need of our help.

Endangerment is a broad issue, one
that involves the antmals as well as the
environment, where they live and interact
with one another. Endangered species
means, when an animal or a plant of any

w e
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kind 13 in danger of extinction torever and
is in danger to never be seen again. An
endangered specie can get extinct any
time. If it is endangered today, it might
he extinct tommorrow or extinet in future.
Or it might not happen like that If you
leave it alone and do not harm 1t, 1t might
have more of its kinds. A specie is named
endangered when, of 1ts kind occurs in
low number. All types of wildlife, from
dolphins and sea turtles, to elephants,
tigers and insects are under intense
pressure to survive the threat of mankind.
The primary factor in the depletion of the
world’s fauna has been modern human
society, engaged disastrously, through
invading or destroying natural habitats.
So, the question arises, whal can we
do about 1t? The answer 1s simple—
‘Plenty’. People interested in
conservation of wildlife recognise that
much more is required than mere
protection of individual amimals from
destruction by shooting and other forms
of direct action. Antmal protection must
begin with the conservation of the habitat.



Lcgislation is the next step in this
process. Lnforcing laws regarding the
prohibition of commercial hunting,
imports and use of animal products and
trapping animals will protect the
threatened and the endangered species.
Perhaps cqually important arc those laws
that mandate pollution. Improvements in
air and water quality will enhace
prospects Tor wildlife sutrvival.

I would like to share a hcart-rending
example of cruelty of man on animals. T
recad a news in the local newspaper
“Rashtriya Sahara”, in the month of
October 2010, that how an old lion was
killed in the 7oo of Kanpur. Some
miscreants pushed a twig in the anus of
the Tion, and that old animal was in s0
much pain, that it could not bear it and
died within a week. Ts this the condition
to which the man has fallen? Rather than
giving protection to animals, he is teasing
them. Now, what is the soloution?
Cameras should be fitted at various
places in zoos and strict action should

be immediately taken on the people caught
doing these kind of activites. They must
be given severe punishments and locked
up under the Wildlife Protection Act.

The reason behind choosing this topic
for my essay is, over the years, many
people have forgotten about the animals
of this planet. And most people would not
carc less if another animal came to
extinction. As long as people have their
new homes, and highways that will takc
ten minutes to get to work, they don’t care
what wildlife suffers when a new store
goes up. A lot to think, one or two houses
won’t hurt, but onc housc leads to two
houses, and so on and so forth. The
cxtinction of almost cvery animal could
easily be avoided, if only man would think
about their ‘wants’ after taking in the
problems that already exsist in that area.
Human don’t really ‘need” what they
‘want’, and it would probably help the
cnvironment as well. Every animal has a

reason to live therefore needs a and place
on this Earth.e

Isha Pandey, age- 714 years, student of United Public School, Civil Lines, Kanpur
C/o A B. Pandey, 86/312 Dev Nagar, Kanpur-208003.



REPORT OF THE SECRETARY, KAZIRANGA ";E“'

WILDLIFE SOCIETY FOR THE YEAR 2010-1
PREPARED FOR THE 315". AGM ON 24.09.11

Respected President, Members of the
Executive Committee and the members
of Kaziranga Wildlife Society, it 18 my
proud privilege to welcome you all
specially our new members to the 31st.
Annual General Meeting and present the
report for the year 2010-11.(from Oct.” 10
to Sept.”11)

The membership strength of the
society now stands at 552. The New
members who joined us since the last
AGM are- Shri Mukul ch.Deka,
Mrs.Manju Deka, Shn Mohint Kumar
Gogoi, Dr.Santanu Kr. Choudhury, Shri
Nagen Das and Shn Dibyajyot Borah

During the period since the last annual
General Meeting 13nos. of executive
committe meeting were held including
one spectal executive commiittee
meeting. One of these meetings was held
at Tezpur. Dr. Pradip Barkatakt was
inducted into the executive commiftee in
place of Shii Debashish Baruah as the
later exressed his inability to continue as
an EC member.

As per decisions of the EC meetings

Dr. Indrajit Sharma

the following activities were taken up.

FOUNDATION DAY : The founda-
tion day of the society was observed with
an interactive session on the topic of
conservation and preservation of wildlite
at the Pensioners’ Bhawan, Chandmari,
Guwahati on 12th December. Shri Mukul
Tamuli, range officer, Pabitora wildlife
sanctuary spoke at length on the topic. The
students and teachers of the Assam Forest
School were invited to attend the function.

Foundation day was also observed at
soctety’s office at Kohora by way of a
drawing competition among the school
children of that area and a function named
‘Rode kachalir mel” with active
participation of local people including
Shri Bapkan Das, Shri Pinku Ghose, Shri
D.PUpadhyay besides our members from
Kohora and Golaghat.

GREETING CARDS : We printed
and distributed 10,000 New Year’s
Greeting cards and earned a handsome
amount. We sincerely thank our patrons



for their support.

Kaziranga Wildlife Society Life Time
ACHIEVEMENT AWARD : This
newly introduced award was given o
Shri Bhupen Talukdar, ACF for his
outstanding contribution towards wildlife
conscrvation in Assam. A function was
organised at the Harbarium Hall in the
Assam State Zoo campus for this purposc
and a citation, a memento along with a
cheque for Rs.15,000/-. handed over to
Shri Talukdar before a distinguished
gathering. In his deliberation the awardee
Shri Bhupen Talukdar showed some
satelite pictures as clear cvidence of the
receeding forest cover in this region and
dwelt at length at the consequences.

GUEST HOUSE : We had to
undertake major repairing works at our
guest house at Kohora to eleminate some
perenial problems. Steps were also taken
for better managementt of the guest
housc.

SEMINAR AT TEZPUR : An
interactive session was conducted among
the students and teachers of Tezpur Gove
H.S. School in their school auditorium
on 23rd. April, 2011 on the topic
“Whether Tiger population is essential in
the present ecological system of human
habitat” for creating awarcness on
conservation and protection of wildlife.
The function was organised by Prof.

A K. Podmapati, cx president of
Kaziranga wildlife society with active
help from Shri Utpal Panchanan,
asstt.secy. of the society. They also
published and distributed a leaflet on this
occasion.

At the samc programme, two
employees of forest department late
Mahendra Karmakar, mahut and Latc
Bharat Ch. Gogol, boatman, who lost their
lives while on duty at the Kaziranga
National Park, were felicitated
posthumously. The families of late
Karmakar and late Gogol were presented
with cheques of Rs.1{,000)/- cach as a
token of financial help from the society.

While coming back from Tezpur a few
members visited the Rajib Gandhi
National Park at Orang and interacted
with the forest officials.

FLOOD AT KNP : Like the precious
years we have donated 6000 no.time cards
to the forest officials of Kaziranga
National Park to help in monitoring the
spced of vechicles passing through
Kaziranga during the season of flood.

WETLAND DAY : Thec socicty
observaed Wetland Day by way of an
interactive programme with the students
of Parijat Academy situated at Pamohi,
near Decpor Becl. The president, the
wotking president and a few members of
the socicty cxplained the importance of



the wetlands. The significance of Decpor
Beel as a Ramsar site was also discussed.
At the end of the programme 30 nos.of
books were donated by the society to the
library of the school.

WORILD ENVIRONMENT DAY :
An awarcness programme was organised
at the Asom Veda Vidyalaya, Rupnagar,
Guwahati on the occasion of World
Environment Day on 5th.June, 2011,
Mecmbers of the society interacted with
the students of the school to explain the
significance of World Environment Day.
We tried to motivate the students to keep
the school campus clean and green. The
students were divided into six groups and
cach group was given a sapling and they
vowed to take good care of ther same.

WESB SITE : The official web site our
society - kazirangawildlifesociety.com -
is ready to be formally launched to-day.
It took a lot of time and effort to make
the web site really functional. We offer
our heartfelt thanks to Shri Dibyajyou
Borah for his massive contribution in this
venture. We eamestly hope the web site
would help in a big way to put our socicty
fitmly at the national /interational level.
We appeal to all the members of the
sociely to put forward their suggestions
to makc the web site morc cifective.

We have also prepared and uploaded
an online version of the society’s

magazinc ‘The Rhino’.

HERBARIUM : The project of
herbarium at the Mahi Miri Rescarch
Centre has been succestully completed.
A report titled “Study of Flora of
Kaziranga and Karbi Anlong Landscape”
has also been prespared which is to be
submitted to Numaligarh Refinery. A
check list will be published on this subject
will also be published.

PRINTING OF AMENDED
CONSTITUTION : We freshly printed
the Memorandum of Association & Rules
and Regulations of Kaziranga Wildlife
Socicty with the amendments made in the
last A.G.M. Members can get their copy
from thc city office of the socicty as and
when necessary. Moreover it can be found
in our wcb site also.

NEW MEMBERSHIP FORM :
Membership form of the socicty has been
printed in a new formalt containing mote
information about the person applying for
membership. This form can also be
downloaded from our web site.

DR. ROBIN BANERJEE’S BIRTH
DAY : The 102nd. birth day of our
founder president Dr. Robin Banetjee was
obscrved by way of a programme
organised at the Asom Veda Vidyalaya,
Rupnagar, Guwahati on 12th. August,
2011. Senior members of the society viz.
Shri Ramani Dcka, Shri Raghunath



Choudhury and Shti Abani Baruah urged
the students to take inspiration from the
life of Dr. Robin Bancrjee. A video show
was also arranged and the documentary
titled “Jaws of Decath” was screened. A
few gifts were distributed among the
students to encourage them to make their
school campus clean and green.
PROJECT AT DEEPOR BEEL :
We organised a tripartite meeting at the
office of the Principal Chicf Conscrvator
of Forest {WL) at Basistha, Guwahati,
among Kaziranga Wildlifc Socicty,
Indian Oil Corporation and the forest
department to explore the possibility of
selling up a modern Bio-diversity
interpretation centre in the Deepor Beel
area. Shri §.Chand, Principal Chief
Conscrvator of Forest {WL), Shri Sil
Sarma, DFO from forest department, Shri
B.P. Das, G.cneral Manager., Guwahati
Refinery along with his team participated
in the discussion. Our socicty was
represented by Shri Padmeswar Gogoi
and Shri Parimal Bhattacharjce-who
consented to be a resource person,
besides Shri Abani Baruah, vice-
president, the secretary and the treasurer
of the Socicty. It was agreed that the
project can be completed successtully if
the site can be alloted for this purposc
by the forest department. The fianance
can bc provided by the IOC and

Kaziranga Wildlifec Socicty can be the
implementing agency. The forest
department has assured us to identify the
site soon. [f we can make this happen it
can be a flagship project of our socicty.

VOCATTIONAL TRAINING
PROGAMME : A six weeks long free
taining programme on baking and
cooking for the uncmployed youths in and
around Kaziranga was organised by the
UBP’S centre for alternative vocation
with collaboration with Kaziranga
Wildlife Socicty at socicty’s guest house
at Kohora. More than 30 participants took
part in that programme.

ACCOUNTS : Photocopies of the
audited financial report of the socicty for
the fiancial year 2010-11 has already been
circulated among the members.

OBSERVATIONS : During the last
four years at office as the sceretary of
Kaziranga Wildlife Society T sincerely
tricd to work towards a few things I
thought vital for prosperity of our
socicty. The first on the priority list was
financial transparency. We brought down
cash transactions to a minimum. We took
some austerily measures o make the
financial health of the society better. Most
of the EC members responded very
positively on this. The balance shect
clearly reflects the result. We are
financiallty morc solvent then we were



four ycars ago. Thc Guest House at
Kohora was our sole source of revenue
generation. Now we have greeting cards
as a majot revenue earner.But we must
cxplore other avenucs as the demand for
greeting card is gradually declining.

We cndevoured hard to make our
sociely known at the national /
international level. The all India level
Photography Competition was a step
toward that dircction. The ncwly
developed interactive web site of the
socicty would certainly help in a big way.
Successtul completion of the herbarium
project at the Mahi Miri Rescarch Centre
is also a notable achivement.

But rcgreatfully I found the chronic

absentism of the EC mcmbers in the
meelings a big hinderance in plannig and
implementation of different works of the
society. [t would really help in better
management and functioning of the
society if the EC members are chosen only
after carcful consideration in our future
AGMs. New members can bring in new
ideas and a change for betterment of the
sociely.

Before I conclude, I thank from the
core of my heart all the members of
Kaziranga Wildlifc Socicty for giving me
the opportunity to serve the socily as a
sccretary. I wish the new Exccutives of
the socity good Tuck and hope they can
take our society to a much higher level . @

LONG LIVE KAZIRANGA WILDLIFE SOCIETY

Dr. I. Sharma
Secretary
Kaziranga Wildlife Society
Date : 24.09.11
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